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◄ A stand  of  mixed  wood  timber,  part 


of  Alberta’s  diverse  and  extensive 


forest  resource. 
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I. 

MANAGEMENT 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
AND  OVERVIEW 


Management  Organization 
Overview 

Alberta  Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife  is 
responsible  for  the  administration  and 
management  of  Alberta’s  public  lands, 
forests,  and  wildlife  resources.  The 
department  manages  Alberta’s  public 
lands  and  resources  in  a manner  that 
ensures  their  efficient  development  and 
use  for  the  maximum  benefit  of  the 
province  and  the  public  as  a whole,  while 
maintaining  the  quality  of  our 
environment  and  the  productivity  of  our 
lands. 

Provincial  public  lands,  which  are  the 
primary  focus  of  this  publication,  are  in 
large  managed  by  the  Public  Lands 
Division  within  the  settled  areas  (White 
Area)  and  by  the  Alberta  Forest  Service  in 
the  forested  area  (Green  Area)  of  the 
province.1  The  Fish  and  Wildlife  Division 
is  responsible  for  the  management  and 
protection  of  fish  and  wildlife  resources 
throughout  the  province  regardless  of 
whether  public  or  privately  owned  lands 
are  involved.  Because  of  the  wide 
spectrum  of  uses  and  demands  public 
land  must  satisfy,  and  the  fragile  nature  of 
some  of  these  lands,  proper  management 
is  essential. 

For  purposes  of  administration  of 
public  lands,  the  province  has  been 
divided  into  two  areas  - known  as  the 
Green  and  the  White  areas.  The  White 
Area  is  the  region  of  the  province  settled 
initially,  as  well  as  the  settled  part  of  the 
Peace  River  Region,  and  comprises  nearly 
40%  of  the  total  area  of  Alberta  (See 
illustration,  page  3). 

Available  public  lands  in  the  White 
Area,  suitable  for  the  proposed  use  and 
not  required  for  conservation,  recreation 
uses,  fish  and  wildlife  habitat  etc.,  may  be 


applied  for  pursuant  to  the  Public  Lands 
Act  An  outline  of  public  land  dispositions 
and  administrative  procedures  is 
presented  in  the  following  sections  of  this 
publication. 

The  Green  Area,  which  does  not 
include  federal  lands,  was  established  in 
1948.  It  consists  basically  of  the  non- 
settled  forest  lands  and  covers  more  than 
53%  of  the  total  area  of  the  province. 

Public  lands  in  this  area  are  managed 
primarily  for  forest  production,  watershed 
protection,  recreation  and  other  multiple 
uses.  Since  the  establishment  of  the  Green 
Area,  agricultural  uses  other  than  grazing 
and  permanent  settlement  (except  on 
legally  subdivided  lands)  have  been 
restricted.  The  Alberta  Forest  Service 
manages  the  public  lands  in  the  Green 
Area  as  well  as  the  forest  resource  in  the 
Green  and  White  areas. 

In  order  to  provide  a greater  regional 
perspective  with  respect  to  the 
management  of  renewable  resources,  the 
province  has  been  divided  into  five 
regions2  as  illustrated  on  the  map  shown 
on  page  2.  The  five  regions  are: 

□ Peace  River  Region:  Headquarters  at 
Peace  River 

□ Northeast  Region:  Headquarters  at  St 
Paul 

□ Eastern  Slopes  Region:  Headquarters  at 
Rocky  Mountain  House 

□ Central  Region:  Headquarters  at  Red  Deer 

□ Southern  Region:  Headquarters  at 
Lethbridge 


1 In  some  instances,  such  as  in  the  Special  Areas, 
management  responsibility  is  vested  with  the  Special 
Areas  Board.  Other  provincial  public  lands  such  as 
the  provincial  parks,  Metis  settlements,  etc.,  are 
managed  by  other  provincial  government 
departments.  These  lands  amount  to  less  than  4%  of 
the  total  land  area  of  the  province. 

2 The  Public  Lands  Division  and  the  Fish  and 
Wildife  Division  follow  these  five  regions;  however, 
the  Alberta  Forest  Service  has  10  headquarters  in  the 
Green  Area. 
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< 4 The  Green  and  White  areas  of 
Alberta.  The  official  version  of  this 
map  may  be  obtained  from  Maps 
Alberta  (full  address  on  page  40). 
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Renewable  Resource 
Management 

Management  of  public  lands  includes 
determining  the  best  and  most  appropriate 
use  of  the  land  considering  its  physical, 
economic  and  environmental  constraints, 
as  well  as  ensuring  that  the  land  is  used 
in  a proper  manner.  The  department 
employs  trained  personnel  to  carry  out 
these  responsibilities. 

An  important  function  of  the 
department  is  to  establish  land  use 
priorities.  This  function  is  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Lands  Division,  the  Alberta 
Forest  Service,  and  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Division  - frequently  in  conjunction  with 
other  government  agencies  or  departments 
- to  arrive  at  integrated  uses  wherever 
possible.  When  the  best  use  of  the  land 
has  been  determined,  reservations  or  land 
use  restrictions  may  be  placed  on  certain 
areas  to  ensure  the  particular  land  uses  or 
conservation  objectives  are  achieved. 

When  land  use  priorities  have  been  set 
and  the  land  has  been  evaluated  in  detail, 
various  functions  are  carried  out  that  may 
involve  the  leasing,  sale,  and  management 
of  land,  as  well  as  the  issuance  of  land 
use  dispositions  or  reservations.3  Uses  may 
include: 

□ crop  production 

□ grazing  for  domestic  livestock 

□ commercial  uses 

□ industrial  uses 

□ timber  production 

□ surface  rights  for  mineral  development 

□ recreational  uses 

□ residential  uses 

□ reservation  for  fish  and  wildlife  habitat  etc. 

The  department  monitors  disposition 
holders,  provides  expertise,  and  ensures 
that  operations  and  developments  meet 
established  standards.  Other 
responsibilities  include  advising  on  land 
use  issues  and  generally  providing  for 
satisfactory  management  of  the  public 
land  resource. 

As  noted  above,  the  department  is 
divided  into  three  resource  management 
divisions : the  Public  Lands  Division,  the 
Alberta  Forest  Service,  and  the  Fish  and 


Wildlife  Division.  The  department  also 
contains  two  other  divisions  - the  Forest 
Industry  Development  Division  and  the 
Land  Information  Services  Division.  This 
publication  deals  primarily  with  the 
public  lands  within  the  White  Area  of  the 
province  administered  by  the  Public  Lands 
Division.  The  division  is  divided  into  the 
following  four  branches  and  several 
sections  for  this  purpose: 

■ Program  Support  Branch 

□ Administrative  Support  Section 

provides  administrative  support  for 
the  division,  including  coordination  of 
budget  and  personnel  matters,  public 
information,  posting  (advertising)  of 
land,  reservation  processing,  public 
land  statistics,  etc. 

□ Field  Services  Section  carries  out  field, 
land  use,  appraisal  and  monitoring 

3 The  term  disposition  refers  to  a legal  contract 
authorizing  the  use  of  public  lands  under  various 
agreements  such  as  sale,  lease,  permit,  licence,  etc.  A 
reservation  (notation)  is  an  entry  in  the  departmental 
records  to  ensure  that  a particular  land  use  or 
conservation  objective  is  achieved. 


5 


activities  from  the  regional  and 
district  offices.  A coordinating  role  is 
carried  out  from  the  Edmonton  office. 

■ Public  Land  Dispositions  Branch 

n Agricultural  Dispositions  Section 

issues  and  administers  grazing  leases, 
permits,  licences,  hay  permits  and 
dispositions  on  arable  land  under  sale 
or  lease  contract  The  section  also 
administers  land  exchanges  and 
transfers  of  administration  and  control 
of  public  lands  to  other  departments.  4 

□ Special  Land  Dispositions  Section 

issues  and  administers  surface 
dispositions  for  commercial,  industrial, 
recreational  or  residential  purposes,  as 
well  as  for  mineral  recovery.  It  also 
coordinates  interdepartmental  referrals 
to  establish  land  use  conditions  and 
resolves  land  use  conflicts,  etc. 

4 The  Public  Lands  Act  authorizes  the  Executive 
Council  to  transfer  the  administration  of  public  lands 
to  any  other  minister  of  the  Crown,  to  any  Crown 
corporation,  or  to  the  Crown  in  right  of  Canada.  Such 
transfers  might  occur,  for  example,  for  the 
establishment  of  a provincial  park. 


□ Foreign  Ownership  of  Land  Section 

administers  the  regulations  that 
restrict  acquisition  of  privately  owned, 
nonurban  land  in  the  province  by 
foreigners  and  foreign  companies.  It 
also  licenses  and  regulates  Alberta 
land  agents. 

□ Documentation  Section  prepares  legal 
descriptions  for  dispositions  and 
documentation  for  land  transfers, 
arranges  for  surveys  of  public  land, 
and  provides  other  technical  services 
for  the  divisions. 

■ Land  Management  and  Development 

Branch 

□ Grazing  Reserves  Section  directs  the 
planning,  development  and  operation 
of  all  operational  grazing  reserves, 
including  the  development  of  reserves 
under  the  Heritage  Savings  Trust 
Fund.  It  also  provides  consultative 
input  to  the  Field  Services  Section  for 
grazing  associations. 

□ Grazing  Land  Management  Section 

prepares  range  management  plans, 
carries  out  research  and  extension  in 
range  management  and  administers  a 
range  improvement  program  on 
grazing  dispositions. 


◄ A Public  Lands  Division  agrologist 
from  the  Field  Services  Section 
examining  soil  to  evaluate  its 
potential  productivity. 
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□ Land  Management  Section  for  the 

White  Area  reviews  and  establishes 
land  use  conditions  for  public  land 
dispositions  and  seismic  activities, 
coordinates  the  resolution  of  land  use 
conflicts  with  other  departments, 
initiates  land  use  restrictions,  assesses 
and  manages  surface  material 
resources  (sand,  gravel,  clay,  marl), 
enforces  the  exploration  regulations 
on  private  land  and  road  allowances, 
coordinates  and  directs  a reclamation 
program  and  a subdivision 
development  program  for  recreational 
and  commercial  uses,  and  administers 
the  Natural  Areas  Program. 

■ Resource  Planning  Branch  coordinates 
the  preparation  of  integrated  resource 
plans  to  facilitate  the  optimum  use  of 
public  lands  and  resources  in  Alberta. 
This  includes  leading  inter-agency 
planning  teams,  operating  a public 
involvement  program,  and  coordinating 
a number  of  inter-agency  referrals  on 
major  development  proposals  and 
policy  issues. 

The  Alberta  Forest  Service  manages  the 
province’s  forests  to  ensure  a perpetual 
yield  of  forest  products  and  benefits  while 
maintaining  a forest  environment  of  high 
quality.  The  multitude  of  resources  in  the 
Green  Area  demands  an  integrated 
management  approach  that  takes  into 
consideration  timber  production, 
watershed  protection,  recreation,  fish  and 
wildlife  habitat  domestic  livestock 
grazing,  forest  protection  and  mineral 
development  To  accomplish  this,  various 
programs  and  activities  are  carried  out 
within  the  six  branches  of  the  Forest 
Service: 

■ Timber  Management  Branch  is 

responsible  for  the  planning  and 
management  of  the  timber  resource  in 
both  the  Green  and  White  areas  to 
ensure  increased  and  perpetual  timber 
while  maintaining  a forest  environment 
of  high  quality. 

■ Forest  Protection  Branch  is  primarily 
engaged  in  forest  fire  management 


(including  detection,  prevention, 
presuppression,  post  fire  reclamation 
and  prescribed  fire),  pest  management 
(insect  and  disease  control)  and  the 

I weather  and  communication  systems 
associated  with  protection  services. 

■ Reforestation  and  Reclamation  Branch 

establishes,  maintains  and  improves 
forest  stands  for  timber  production  and 
for  recreational,  grazing,  watershed  and 

I wildlife  benefits. 

■ Forest  Land  Use  Branch  is  responsible 
for  management  of  grazing,  recreation 
and  watershed  resources  on  public 
lands  in  the  forested  area  of  the 
province.  In  addition  to  these 
management  functions,  the  branch 
supervises  all  surface  activities  relating 
to  exploration  and  development  of 
petroleum  and  natural  gas,  mineral,  and 
sand  and  gravel  resources  on  public 
forest  land.  The  branch  also  issues 
geophysical  exploration  approvals  in 
the  forested  area  as  well  as  on  public 
and  private  lands  throughout  the 
province. 

| ■ Forest  Research  Branch  conducts 

problem-oriented  research  in  the  field 
of  improved  forest  land  management 
turns  research  results  into  practical 
| application,  and  provides  up-to-date 
reviews  of  relevant  research  carried  out 
by  other  agencies.  It  also  assists  in  the 
development  of  field  manuals  and  in- 
service  training  courses  for  the  benefit 
of  industry  and  forest  managers. 

■ Program  Support  Branch  provides 
administrative  support  and  other 
activities  to  the  Forest  Service. 

The  Forestry  Industry  Development 
Division  assists  new  and  existing  forest 
companies  and  private  investors  in 
upgrading  and  using  Alberta’s  large, 
uncommitted  forest  resources  for  a variety 
of  forest  products.  It  also  attracts 
investment  and  private  sector  involvement 
in  upgrading  and  developing  other 
renewable  resources  such  as  recreation 
and  tourism. 


■ Renewable  Resources  Branch 

encourages  and  promotes  private  sector 
involvement  in  the  development  of 
recreation  and  tourism  facilities  on 
public  lands,  as  well  as  appropriate 
commercial  development  of  fish  and 
wildlife  resources,  through  programs 
that  facilitate  market  research,  address 
the  availability  of  financing,  and 
expedite  government  approvals. 

■ Financial  and  Economic  Analysis 
Branch  analyzes  project  submissions 
and  helps  to  identify  equity  funding 
and  other  forms  of  financial  assistance 
that  could  be  available  to  a potential 
developer.  The  branch  is  also  involved 
in  drafting  the  financial  terms  and 
conditions  for  government-industry 
agreements. 

■ Forestry  Industry  Branch  identifies, 
promotes  and  facilitates  opportunities 
for  private  sector  forest  product 
investment  including  the  identification 
and  development  of  trade  opportunities 
for  Alberta  businesses. 

■ Forest  Products  Research  Program 

finances  and  encourages  investment  in 
forest  product  and  market  research  that 
will  assist  in  developing  Alberta’s  forest 
resources,  particularly  aspen.  (This 
program  is  funded  under  the  Canada- 
Alberta  Forest  Resource  Development 
Agreement) 

The  Fish  and  Wildlife  Division  has  the 

responsibility  of  managing  fish  and 
wildlife  resources  on  both  public  and 
privately  owned  lands  throughout  the 
province.5  This  includes  fish  and  wildlife 
population  surveys,  habitat  evaluation, 
development  and  protection, 
establishment  of  allowable  fish  and  game 
harvests,  regulation  of  recreational  hunting 
and  fishing  as  well  as  commercial 
trapping  and  fishing,  enforcement 
activities,  public  education  programs,  etc. 
These  are  carried  out  within  seven 
branches  of  the  division: 

■ Fisheries  Management  Branch  is 

primarily  engaged  in  activities  relating 
to  the  protection,  regulation  and 
enhancement  of  Alberta’s  fisheries. 


■ Wildlife  Management  Branch  is 

primarily  engaged  in  activities  relating 
to  the  protection  and  enhancement  of 
wildlife  populations. 

■ Habitat  Services  Branch  carries  out 
programs  and  activities  related  to  the 
evaluation,  protection  and  development 
of  fish  and  wildlife  habitat  Further,  it 
works  to  minimize  the  impact  of 
resource  development  on  fish  and 
wildlife  habitat 

■ Enforcement  Services  Branch  has  the 

responsibility  of  coordinating 
enforcement  of  provincial  and  federal 
fish  and  wildlife  resource  statutes,  and 
carrying  out  inspections  and 
community  relations  activities.  It  is 
also  responsible  for  problem  wildlife 
control  to  protect  persons  and 
property. 

■ Operations  Branch  is  responsible  for 
directing  the  operations  of  five 
regional  offices  and  63  district  offices 
where  the  fisheries,  wildlife,  habitat 
and  enforcement  programs  are 
implemented. 

■ Regulations  Development  Branch  is 

responsible  for  the  development  and 
maintenance  of  provincial  and  federal 
legislation  pertaining  to  fish  and 
wildlife  and  to  small  water  vessels. 

This  branch  also  ensures  that 
divisional  policy  and  regulatory 
procedures  are  consistent  with 
legislation. 

■ Program  Support  Branch  contains  the 
service  support  functions  for  the 


5 The  division,  however,  is  not  responsible  for 
wildlife  management  activities  on  federally 
controlled  lands  such  as  national  parks  or  Indian 
reserves. 


The  Land  Information  Services 
Division  counter  where  maps  and 
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division.  This  includes  administration 
of  licensing  programs,  financial 
administration,  material  handling, 
socio  economic  analysis,  electronic 
data  handling,  and  information  and 
extension  services. 


The  Land  Information  Services  Division 

manages  the  integrated  delivery  of  land 
information  products  and  services  to  users 
in  Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife,  other 
departments  of  government  and  the 
public.  To  accomplish  this,  the  division 
carries  out  the  following  basic  activities: 


■ Surveying  - the  provision 
of  survey  control,  land  survey  and 
photogrammetric  control  components 
for  the  provincial  geographical 
positioning  system,  and  the 
preservation  and  maintenance  of  the 
Alberta  Land  Survey  system. 


■ Natural  Resources  Information  - 

provision  of  resource  inventories  and 
analyses,  automated  geoprocessing 
and  graphics  services  in  support  of  the 
natural  resource  management  and 
planning  activities. 


■ Mapping  - the 

preparation  of  digital 
topographic  and 
thematic  database  files, 
the  establishment  of  map 
specifications  and 
standards,  and  the 
provision  of  specialized 
thematic  and  resource 


maps. 


aerial  photographs  may  be 
purchased  by  the  public. 


■ Land-Related  Information  Systems  - 

ensures  that  land-related  information 
systems  are  developed  in  a manner 
that  permits  their  integration  into  a 
provincial  Land  Related  Information 
System  network 


Support  - provides  electronic  data 
processing  services  to  support  the 
division’s  activities,  as  well  as 
distribution  services,  cartographic  and 
laboratory  reprographics  services 
which  are  available  to  all  users  in  the 
department,  other  government 
departments  and  the  public. 
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Ownership  Status  of  Land  in 
Alberta 

Less  than  30%  of  the  area  of  the 
province  is  under  private  ownership.  The 
remaining  area  is  public  land,  either 
provincially  or  federally  owned  or 
controlled.  Statistics  outlining  the 
ownership  and  administrative  status  of 
lands  in  Alberta  are  given  in  the  following 
table.6 


Square 

Square 

Per  Cent 

Miles 

km 

of  Area 

Privately  Owned  Land 

71  396 

184  915 

28.0 

Public  Lands: 

— Under  Disposition  Leading  to  Title 

1 026 

2 657 

0.4 

— Under  Disposition  Not  Leading  to  Title 

10  807 

27  990 

4.2 

— Special  Areas 

4 651 

12  046 

1.8 

Parks,  Ecological  Reserves,  Wilderness  and 

Natural  Areas 

2 898 

7 506 

1.2 

Metis  Settlements 
Non-settled  Lands: 

1 951 

5 053 

0.8 

— Forest  Management  Agreement  Areas  and 

Provisional  Reserve 

22  069 

57  158 

8.6 

— Other  Forested  Areas  Within  the  Green 

Area 

106  654 

276  232 

41.8 

— Vacant  Public  Lands  Within  the 

White  Area 

Federally  Controlled  Lands  (National  Parks, 
Research  Stations,  Department  of  National 

6 926 

17  939 

2.7 

Defence,  etc.) 

24  372 

63  123 

9.5 

Indian  Reserves 

2 535 

6 566 

1.0 

TOTAL  AREA  OF  ALBERTA  255  285  661  185  100.0 


6 As  of  April  1988 
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n. 

PUBLIC  LAND 

MANAGEMENT 

FOR 

AGRICULTURAL 

PURPOSES 

Application  and  Disposal 
Procedures/ Agricultural  Land 
Uses7 

Applications  for  public  land 
dispositions  are  accepted  from  eligible 
individuals  who  are  Canadian  citizens  and 
are  at  least  18  years  of  age.  Canadian 
corporations,  where  a specified  majority  of 
shares  are  owned  by  Canadian  citizens, 
are  also  eligible  for  certain  agricultural 
dispositions.  Application  for  vacant  public 
lands  may  be  made  at  the  Edmonton 
office  or  at  offices  located  in  various 
centers  of  the  province  (See  Appendix, 
pages  40  and  41). 

Applications  completed  on  the 
appropriate  form  and  accompanied  by  the 
application  fee  may  also  be  submitted  by 
mail. 

Following  an  application  for  land,  an 
inspection  is  carried  out  if  necessary,  to 
evaluate  the  land’s  suitability  for  the 
purpose  stated  on  the  application.  An  on- 
site inspection  is  done  by  an  agrologist  to 
assess  such  limiting  factors  as  topography, 
susceptibility  to  erosion,  soil  texture, 
drainage,  climate,  profile  variation,  and 
other  physical  criteria,  as  well  as  the  effect 
of  the  proposed  use  on  the  surrounding 
area  and  any  alternative  uses.  These 
factors  are  then  evaluated  and 
coordinated  within  the  division.  Based  on 
this  evaluation,  suitable  land  is  then 
posted  (advertised)  usually  for  a period  of 
30  days  so  that  eligible  interested  parties, 
particularly  those  residing  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  land,  have  the 
opportunity  to  apply.  Posting  notices  are 
mailed  to  people  who  own  land  within 
two  miles  of  the  subject  land  and  to 


people  who  have  expressed  an  interest  in 
the  land.  Occasionally,  land  may  be 
posted  before  an  application  has  been 
received;  e.g.,  when  lands  are  being  made 
available  for  settlement  for  the  first  time 
or  if  the  land  contains  improvements  that 
might  depreciate  if  a new  disposition  is 
not  issued. 

After  the  close  of  the  posting  period, 
Public  Lands  staff  interview  all  applicants 
if  possible,  to  confirm  information 
supplied  in  the  application  and  to  gather 

7 Agricultural  uses  of  public  lands  are  confined 
almost  exclusively  to  the  White  Area  of  the  province. 
Livestock  grazing,  however,  may  be  permitted  in  the 
Green  Area. 
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any  additional  information  necessary  to 
evaluate  the  application.  This  information 
is  used  to  determine,  on  an  interim  basis, 
who  the  successful  applicant  should  be.  In 
the  allocation  of  agricultural  lands, 
priority  is  given: 

□ to  local  people  already  engaged  in 
farming  who  require  additional  land  to 
form  an  economic  unit;  and 

□ for  the  establishment  of  new  farm  units; 
first  to  local  people,  and  second,  to 
non-local  people  who  can  demonstrate 
that  they  have  the  necessary  resources 
and  expertise  to  have  a reasonable 
assurance  of  success  and  who  intend  to 
become  primarily  engaged  in  farming. 


Public  auction  is 
also  used  when 
there  is  no  need  to 
allocate  specific 
land  to  small-scale 
farmers.  It  may  also 
be  used  for  non- 
agricultural  lands 
where  the 
government  feels  it 
is  in  the  public 
interest  to  let 
market  forces 
determine  the  price 
and  who  will  be  awarded  the  land. 

8 Agricultural  development  committees  are  made  up 
of  local  people.  They  consist  of  two  or  three  farmers, 
a business  community  representative,  and  local 
government  employees  from  the  federal,  provincial 
and  municipal  levels. 


After  an  interim  award  is  made, 
unsuccessful  applicants  have  30  days  in 
which  to  appeal  the  decision. 

All  appeals  are  submitted  to  the  local 
Agricultural  Development  Committee  for 
consideration.8  On  the  basis  of  the  appeals 
heard  and  local  knowledge  of  the 
situation,  the  committee  may  either 
recommend  that  the  interim  award  be 
upheld,  the  land  disposition  be  awarded 
to  one  of  the  appellants,  or  the  land  not 
be  awarded  to  anyone.  The  department, 
however,  makes  the  final  decision. 

In  addition,  disposal  of  land  by  tender 
or  public  auction  is  becoming  more 
frequent  A draw  system,  as  subsequently 
described,  is  also  used  when  making  new 
lands  available  for  settlement 

Tendering  is  used  when  there  is  no 
need  to  allocate  specific  parcels  to  small- 
scale  farmers.  It  is  also  used  in  allocating 
non-agricultural  lands  for  commercial  and 
light  industrial  purposes,  providing 
applicants  meet  all  the  selection  criteria. 
Eligible  applicants  are  invited  to  submit 
bids  to  purchase  land,  and  obtain  a 
grazing  lease  or  a farm  development  lease 
without  option  to  purchase.  Bonus  bids 
over  and  above  the 
standard  specified 
rental  rate  are 
submitted. 
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Lands  for  New  Settlement 

From  time-to-time,  new  areas  of 
suitable  public  land  are  made  available 
for  settlement  The  decision  to  open  new 
lands  is  contingent  on  a number  of  factors 
such  as: 

□ the  availability  of  suitable  public  land; 

□ an  assessment  of  the  social  and 
economic  needs  of  local  farmers  and 
the  local  communities; 

□ the  provision  of  suitable  access. 
Normally,  the  construction  of  basic 
trunk  roads  must  be  scheduled  and 
completed  by  the  improvement  district 
and  Alberta  Transportation  and 
Utilities  before  making  the  lands 
available;  and 

□ consultation  with  other  government 
departments  and  agencies  to  resolve 
other  legitimate  resource  interests. 

A modified  allocation  procedure  is 
used  in  making  such  lands  available  for 
new  settlement  Rather  than  using  the 
normal  application  and  allocation  process, 
a draw  procedure  is  used.  This  involves 
applicants  who  have  been  declared 
eligible  to  participate  in  the  draw  as  the 
result  of  detailed  interviews  and 
assessment  by  field  personnel,  as  well  as 
an  appeal  process  to  the  local  agricultural 
development  committee. 

Land  Dispositions  for 
Agricultural  Uses9 

Farm  Development  Sale 

Farm  development  sales  provide 
considerable  flexibility  with  respect  to 
repayment  terms  and  conditions.  The 
contribution  of  the  land  to  the 
development  of  an  economic  farm  unit 
and  the  applicant’s  circumstances  are 
primary  concerns  that  are  thoroughly 
evaluated  before  a sale  contract  is  issued. 
The  main  purpose  of  these  sales  is  to 
assist  local  farmers  in  expanding  their 
units  to  a more  viable  size. 

The  land  is  sold  at  the  fair  market 
value.  The  minimum  down  payment  is 
10%  of  the  market  value  and  the 
maximum  term  of  the  sale  is  25  years.  The 
annual  payment  of  principal  may  be 


deferred  for  not  more  than  five  years,  but 
interest  at  the  rate  of  8%  per  annum  is 
payable  each  year.  The  sale  agreement 
holder  also  pays  municipal  taxes  directly 
to  the  local  municipality. 

Lands  may  be  assigned  where  it  is  in 
the  best  interest  of  farm  consolidation, 
enlargement  or  farm  development,  or  in 
the  event  of  death  or  for  health  reasons.10 

Farm  Development  Lease 

The  conditions  of  these  leases  are 
highly  flexible.  Cultivation,  or  a 
combination  of  cultivation  and  grazing, 
are  permitted.  The  maximum  term  of  the 
farm  development  lease  is  10  years.  Leases 
with  an  option  to  purchase  are  normally 
issued  for  five  years,  but  may  be  renewed 
for  a further  five-year  term. 

Options  to  purchase  are  used  to  ensure 
applicants  fulfill  land  development 
requirements  before  obtaining  title  to  the 
land.  Options  normally  are  used  where  the 
applicant  is  not  an  established  farm 
operator  or  where  there  is  still  significant 
undeveloped  suitable  land  on  the 
applicant’s  existing  farm. 

Yearly  rental  is  based  on  a percentage 
of  the  land’s  fair  market  value  for 

9 The  Public  Lands  Act  and  Regulations  must  be 
consulted  for  complete  information. 

10  The  term  assignment  refers  to  the  transfer  of  the 
interest  held  in  public  lands  by  a disposition  holder 
to  another  eligible  party. 
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agricultural  purposes.  Additional  rental  is 
levied  for  any  Crown-owned 
improvements.  Taxes  are  payable  directly 
by  the  lessee  to  the  local  municipality. 

Cultivation  Permit 

Cultivation  permits  are  issued  annually 
and  allow  the  cropping  of  land  already 
under  cultivation  as  well  as  grazing  on 
any  uncultivated  areas.  However,  no  new 
land  may  be  brought  under  cultivation 
without  approval  from  the  Public  Lands 
Division. 

A standard  per-acre  rental  charge  is 
payable  to  the  department;  municipal 
taxes  are  payable  by  the  permittee  to  the 
local  municipality. 

Permits  frequently  are  used  on  an 
interim  basis  until  a longer  term 
disposition  can  be  issued. 

Grazing  Lease 

Grazing  lands  may  be  leased  for  terms 
of  10  years  on  lands  normally  not  suitable 
for  cultivation.  Leases  are  limited  to  an 
area  that  will  carry  600  head  of  cattle  on 
a 12-month  basis. 

In  addition  to  municipal  taxes  that  the 
lessee  pays  directly  to  the  municipality, 
the  lessee  pays  rent  calculated  as  a 
percentage  of  the  forage  value  of  the  lease. 
Forage  value  is  based  on  the  land’s 
carrying  capacity,  current  beef  prices,  and 


the  average  weight  gain  of  cattle  on  grass. 

Leased  lands  must  be  grazed  by  the 
lessee’s  livestock  and  must  not  exceed  the 
specified  carrying  capacity.  A special 
cultivation  permit  may  be  issued  for 
growing  feed  on  a specified  area  of  the 
lease.  A lessee  has  priority  in  applying  for 
lease  renewal.  The  lease  may  be  renewed 
if  the  lessee  has  complied  with  the 
regulations  and  if  the  land  is  not  required 
for  higher  priority  uses. 

Assignments  of  grazing  leases  are 
permitted  to  eligible  individuals  or 
corporations.  Except  for  exemptions 
specified  in  the  Grazing  Lease  Assignment 
Regulations,  the  lessee  must  already  have 
continuously  held  at  least  two-thirds  of 
the  land  being  assigned  for  three  years.  An 
assignment  registration  fee,  based  on 
average  payments  made  during  a base 
period  and  adjusted  to  reflect  current 
conditions,  is  paid  to  the  department 

The  philosophy  regarding  grazing 
leases  is  reflected  in  regulations  and 
conditions  applied  to  grazing  leases  when 
issued.  One  general  condition  is  that 
grazing  lease  lands  must  have  a carryover 
of  about  one-half  the  current  year’s  growth 
of  grass.11  This  ensures  that  the  range  will 
not  be  damaged  by  overuse,  ensuring  the 
continuation  of  this  public  resource. 

The  Public  Lands  Division  employs 
range  management  specialists  who  design 
range  management  and  development 
plans  for  grazing  leases  held  by 
individuals  or  associations,  as  well  as  for 
provincial  grazing  reserves.  The  objective 
of  the  range  management  plan  is  to  allow 
for  optimum  use  of  the  range  resource  by 
livestock,  while  maintaining  the  quality  of 
the  range.  It  also  makes  provision,  where 
feasible,  for  other  uses  on  the  same  land 
base.  Range  management  specialists  also 
carry  out  research  on  such  subjects  as 
brush  control  and  forage  use  and 
production. 

Provincial  range  improvement 
assistance  programs  provide  incentives  to 
lessees  who  wish  to  improve  the 


11  Carryover  is  a term  used  in  range  management  to 
describe  the  amount  of  forage  growth  not  used 
during  any  one  growing  season. 
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production  or  use  of  the  range  resource. 
These  programs  are  outlined  on  page  16 
and  17. 

Grazing  Association  Lease 

(Community  Pastures) 

A community  pasture  association  may 
be  formed  by  five  or  more  stockmen  who 
have  incorporated  under  the  Societies  Act 
or  Co-operative  Activities  Act  The 
association  assumes  responsibility  for 
management  of  the  pasture  including 
fencing,  range  improvement  and  water 
development  In  addition,  the  association 
pays  the  regular  lease  rental  and 
municipal  taxes. 

These  lease  regulations  are  essentially 
the  same  as  for  individual  leases,  except 
that  the  associations  are  not  limited  in  the 
size  of  area  held  under  lease.  Also,  there 
are  provisions  allowing  the  Minister  to 
resolve  disputes  relating  to  membership 
and  the  number  of  livestock  grazed  by  a 
member. 

Grazing  Permit 

Grazing  permits  are  issued  on  an 
annual  basis,  frequently  on  lands  under 
reservation  for  another  purpose  or  on 
lands  for  which  it  is  not  considered  in  the 
public  interest  to  grant  long-term 
dispositions.  Permits  may  be  cancelled  at 
the  discretion  of  the  department  with 
reasonable  notice.  The  rental  per  acre  is 
the  same  as  for  the  longer  term  grazing 
lease.  Permittees  are  responsible  for  the 
payment  of  municipal  taxes.  Assignment 
with  consent  is  permissible. 

Head-Tax  Grazing  Permit 

Head-tax  grazing  permits  are  issued  for 
grazing  on  vacant  public  lands  and  to 
authorize  the  use  of  grazing  reserves.  Fees 
are  based  on  a per-head  per-month 
charge. 

Permittees  do  not  pay  municipal  taxes 
on  these  lands.  This  disposition  entitles 
the  holder  to  use  the  forage,  but  does  not 
convey  an  interest  in  the  land. 

Hay  Permit 

Hay  permits  are  issued  for  the  cutting 
of  hay  on  vacant  public  land.  Permits  are 


issued  after  June  1st  and  expire  on 
October  31st  A standard  charge  per  ton  of 
hay  is  levied. 


Provincial  Range  Improvement 
Assistance  Programs 

Three  separate  range  improvement 
assistance  programs  provide  incentive  to 
grazing  disposition  holders  who  wish  to 
improve  the  production  or  use  of  the 
range  resource. 

A program  introduced  in  April  1980 
provides  grazing  disposition  holders, 
including  grazing  associations,  with 
funding  on  a cost-shared  basis  for  all 
approved  range  improvement  projects. 
This  program  allows  for  land  clearing, 
breaking,  seeding,  water  development 
cross-fencing,  etc.  The  department  will 
provide,  on  a cost-shared  basis,  up  to  $150 
per  acre  and  half  the  costs  for  cross- 
fencing  and  dugout  development  Before 
undertaking  development  a range 
development  plan  must  be  prepared.  The 
plan  provides  the  lessee  with  a long-term 
outlook  on  potential  grazing  capacity  and 
use  of  the  land.  The  plan  must  be  agreed 
to  by  all  affected  resource  users  before 
entering  into  a range  improvement 
agreement  with  the  disposition  holder. 

The  range  improvement  agreement 
specifies  the  amount  and  method  of 
permitted  development  and  the  level  of 
financial  assistance  to  be  provided.  An 
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increased  term  of  lease  (one  to  10  years 
over  the  existing  term)  will  be  granted  to 
holders  of  grazing  leases  and  forest 
grazing  licences  who  participate  in  the 
cost-shared  program.  In  addition,  a rental 
credit  of  50%  of  the  disposition  holder’s 
portion  of  the  costs  in  completing  certain 
range  improvement  projects  is  applied 
against  future  rental  charges. 

Under  a separate  rental  credit  program, 
the  grazing  disposition  holder  finances  the 
total  range  improvement  cost  A credit 
equivalent  to  50%  of  the  total  cost  of 
completing  range  improvement  projects  is 
applied  against  future  rental  charges.  All 
range  improvement  projects  are  eligible. 
An  increased  term  of  lease  (one  to  10 
years  over  the  existing  term)  will  be 
granted  to  holders  of  grazing  leases  and 
forest  grazing  licences  who  participate  in 
this  program. 

Through  a rental  exemption  program, 
the  payment  of  higher  rental  for  a 
specified  period  on  the  increased  forage 
produced  on  lands  that  are  cleared, 
broken  and  seeded  to  forage  may  be 
waived.  Increased  rental  may  be  waived 
up  to  10  years  in  cases  of  high 
development  costs  and  low  productivity 
soils.  The  disposition  holder  may  also  be 
permitted  to  grow  up  to  five  cereal  or 
oilseed  crops  on  the  area  to  be  seeded  to 
forage  without  payment  of  additional  rent 


m. 

PUBLIC 

LAND 

MANAGEMENT 
FOR  NON- 
AGRICULTURAL 
PURPOSES 

Application  Procedures  for 
Non- Agricultural  Land  Uses 

Applications  for  residential, 
recreational,  commercial  or  industrial 
purposes  are  accepted  from  individuals 
who  are  Canadian  citizens  or  from 
corporations  that  have  75%  Canadian 
ownership,  unless  otherwise  authorized  by 
Order-In-Council.  Applications  for  surface 
dispositions  for  resource  extraction 
purposes  (e.g.,  petroleum  and  natural  gas, 
oil  sands,  coal  development,  etc.)  do  not 
require  this  75%  Canadian  ownership  in 
their  corporate  structure. 

Posting  of  lands  for  recreational  cottage 
or  commercial  purposes  is  carried  out 
through  posting  notices  at  regional  or 
district  offices,  newspaper  advertising,  and 
by  sending  notices  to  individuals  who 
have  previously  expressed  interest  in  the 
land.  When  more  than  one  application  is 
received  for  a recreational  cottage  lot  the 
successful  applicant  is  determined 
through  a draw  procedure. 

When  a suitable  site  exists  for  a major 
commercial  recreational  development  and 
an  application  is  received,  the  proposal  is 
evaluated  intradepartmentally  to 
determine  if  it  is  feasible.  The  site  may  be 
posted  to  invite  other  applications;  in  that 
case,  all  development  proposals  received 
are  evaluated  and  the  best  proposal  may 
then  be  approved. 

Lands  required  for  surface  rights  for 
resource  extraction  are  not  posted. 
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An  easement  on  public  land  for  an 


electrical  transmission  line. 


Drilling  operation  on  a wellsite 


these  are  administered  tinder  a 


mineral  surface  lease. 


Land  Dispositions  for 
Commercial,  Industrial, 
Recreational  and  Residential 
Land  Uses12 

General  eligibility  requirements  with 
respect  to  citizenship  are  outlined  above. 
All  dispositions  are  subject  to  municipal 
taxes  payable  by  the  disposition  holder. 
Furthermore,  all  dispositions  may  be 
assigned  upon  approval.  To  ensure 
minimal  surface  damage  and  satisfactory 
reclamation,  a set  of  operating  conditions 
is  developed  and  accompanies  all  non- 
agricultural  dispositions  issued.  These 
dispositions  are  issued  throughout  the 
entire  province,  frequently  within  the 
Green  Area. 

In  some  situations, 
however,  a disposition 
is  not  required  to  use 
public  lands.  For 
example,  the  Public 
Lands  Act  permits 
authority  to  be 
granted  to  use  public 
lands  for  a stated 
purpose  where 
occupancy  will  be 
brief,  without  a 
disposition.  Authority 
may  also  be  granted 
for  inspections, 
analyses,  inventories 
or  other  investigations 
of  natural  resources 
that  may  exist  on  the 
land,  including 
exploration  and 
excavation  of  fossil 
remains  and  objects 
of  geological, 
ethnological,  historical 
or  scientific  interest 

Easements 

Rural  Electrification  Association  (REA) 
easements  are  issued  to  local  associations 
free  of  charge  for  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  power  lines. 

General  easements  are  issued  to  utility 
companies.  A lump  sum  consideration 
related  to  land  value  is  payable. 


Licence  of  Occupation 

Licences  of  occupation  are  normally 
issued  for  access  roads,  but  may  also  be 
used  for  other  miscellaneous  purposes 
such  as  pier  sites,  airstrips,  ski  slopes  and 
reservoirs.  Licences  of  occupation  may  be 
made  subject  to  other  dispositions  granted 
on  the  same  area.  When  a licence  is 
issued  for  a roadway  for  commercial 
purposes,  other  commercial  users  must 
obtain  agreement  for  the  use  of  the  road 
from  the  licensee.  If  agreement  cannot  be 
reached,  the  regulations  contain  provisions 
whereby  the  situation  can  be  arbitrated  by 
the  Assistant  Deputy  Minister  of  the 
Public  Lands  Division.  Non-commercial 
users  must  be  permitted  to  use  roadways 
without  charge. 
Licensees  are  required 
to  pay  an  annual 
rental;  the  term  of  a 
licence  may  either  be 
indefinite  or  for  a 
specified  period. 

Mineral  Surface 
Lease 

Mineral  surface 
leases  granting 
mineral  producers 
exclusive  surface 
rights  are  issued  for 
surface  mining,  oil 
and  gas  well  sites, 
battery  sites,  private 
access  roads,  or  for 
other  purposes 
incidental  to  the 
recovery  of  minerals. 
Leases  are  issued  for 
terms  of  25  years. 

The  first  year’s 
compensation  for  well  sites,  battery  sites 
and  access  roads  is  based  on  a formula 
that  considers  land  value  and  timber 
damage  if  in  the  Green  Area.  Subsequent 
annual  rental  is  based  on  a standard 
charge  for  an  area  up  to  five  acres,  with 
additional  charges  for  areas  in  excess  of 
five  acres. 

12  The  Public  Lands  Act  and  Regulations  must  be 
consulted  for  complete  information. 


Miscellaneous  Lease 

A miscellaneous  lease  may  be  granted 
or  a purpose  not  authorized  by  other 
egulations,  e.g.,  residences,  recreational 
;ottages,  commercial  and  industrial 
levelopments,  mill  and  plant  sites.  The 
naximum  term  is  25  years  and  may  be 
enewed.  Rent  is  calculated  as  a 
Dercentage  of  the  appraised  land  value  or 
>n  a specified  flat  rate  basis. 

Miscellaneous  Permit 

Such  permits  are  issued  generally  for 
emporary  use  and,  therefore,  the  rent  is 
calculated  at  75%  of  the  miscellaneous 
ease  rate.  Permits  frequently  are  issued 
or  industrial  campsites,  temporary  mill 
sites,  trappers’  cabins,  etc. 

Pipeline  Agreements 

Pipeline  agreements  for  the 
ransportation  of  mineral  products  are 
ssued  to  operators  authorizing  pipeline 
construction  and  incidental  right-of-way 
nstallations.  Compensation  in  the  form  of 
i once-only  lump  sum  is  payable  based 
)n  the  value  of  the  land.  The  agreement 
nay  remain  in  effect  for  as  long  as 
equired. 

Pipeline  Installation  Lease 

These  leases  are  used  for  surface 
nstallations  incidental  to  the  operation  of 
i pipeline,  such  as,  compressor  sites  and 
neter  sites.  Leases  are  issued  for  a term  of 
!5  years.  Rental  is  identical  to  the  mineral 
iurface  lease  charges. 

Recreational  Lease 

Municipalities  and  societies 
ncorporated  under  the  Societies  Act  are 
he  only  bodies  eligible  for  recreational 
eases.  The  application  must  be  approved 
Dy  the  municipality  in  which  the  land  is 
ocated.  The  lease  term  is  21  years. 

Surface  Materials  Lease 

A surface  materials  lease  may  be  issued 
or  the  removal  of  sand,  gravel,  clay,  marl, 
opsoil  or  peat  moss.  Leases  are  usually 
ssued  for  10  years  and  may  not  exceed  25 
/ears.  The  lessee  is  required  to  pay  an 


A type  of  land  use  authorized  by  a 


miscellaneous  lease  disposition. 


▲ A commercial  sand  and  gravel 
operation  authorized  by  a Surface 
Materials  lease.  Upon  completion. 


this  area  will  be  reclaimed. 


annual  rental  on  the  leased  area,  a royalty 
on  the  quantity  of  surface  materials 
removed,  and  a security  deposit  on  the 
operating  area  to  ensure  reclamation  to 
the  department’s  satisfaction.  Security 
deposits  are  refundable  after  the 
department  is  satisfied  that  reclamation 
has  been  successful. 

Annual  lease  rental  charges  must  be 
submitted  in  advance  during  the  term  of 
the  lease.  As  well,  the  operator  must  file 
an  annual  return  stating  the  quantity  of 
surface  material  removed  from  the  lease 
during  the  preceding  12months  and  remit 
the  appropriate  royalty.  All  records  and 
accounts  are  subject  to  audit  Before 
commencing  active  operations,  the  lessee 
must  submit  an  operating  plan  for 
approval  showing  the  area  of  the  land 
from  which  the  surface  materials  are  to  be 
removed,  the  method  proposed  for  their 
removal,  and  the  detailed  methods  of 
reclamation. 


Surface  Materials  Licence 

Licences  are  issued  for  a term  not 
exceeding  one  year  for  removing  a 
specified  quantity  of  surface  material 


from 
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vacant  public  land  or  from  a public  pit  A 
licence  does  not  grant  any  interest  in  or 
right  of  possession  to  the  land  described 
in  the  licence. 

The  licensee,  before  commencing 
operations,  must  submit  a detailed 
operating  plan  and  the  royalty  for  the 
amount  of  surface  materials  intended  to 
be  removed.  A security  deposit  or  a 
surcharge  must  also  be  submitted  to 
ensure  reclamation.  Surcharges  for 
materials  removed  from  public  pits  are 
not  refundable,  as  reclamation  of  public 
pits  is  the  responsibility  of  the  department 

Private  Sale 

Private  sales  are  approved  under  a 
wide  range  of  circumstances  and  may 
include  sales  for  agricultural,  recreational, 
residential,  commercial  and  industrial 
purposes.  For  example,  a person  may 
apply  to  purchase  fractional  areas  or  parts 
of  quarter  sections  adjoining  his  own  land. 
In  considering  such  requests,  the 
availability  of  access  and  the  party  that 
can  best  use  the  land  are  of  prime 
importance. 

Normally  lands  within  the  Green  Area 
are  not  sold;  however,  except  in  the 
Eastern  Slopes,  if  such  lands  are  required 
for  high-intensity  commercial  or  industrial 
use,  such  as  plant  sites,  they  may  be  sold 
subject  to  sell-back  agreements  that  are 
registered  as  an  encumbrance  against  the 
title.  The  purchaser  formally  agrees  to  use 
the  land  only  for  the  purposes  specified. 
When  the  land  is  no  longer  required  for 
that  purpose,  the  province  has  the  first 
opportunity  to  purchase  the  land  at  the 
price  established  when  the  land  was  first 
sold. 

Disposition  Reservation 

These  reservations  are  equivalent  to  a 
disposition  and  are  granted  on  public 
lands  required  by  any  government 
department  or  agency  for  a specific 
purpose,  e.g.,  sites  for  sand  and  gravel 
extraction  required  by  Alberta 
Transportation  and  Utilities,  sites  for 
irrigation  works  required  by  Alberta 
Environment 


IV. 

PUBLIC  LAND 
MANAGEMENT 
IN  THE  GREEN 
AREA 


Forest  Resource  Management 

To  handle  its  responsibilities,  the 
Alberta  Forest  Service  has  divided  the 
forested  region  of  Alberta  into  10  forest 
districts.  Activities  carried  out  within  each 
forest  include  timber  management  fire 
management  pest  management 
reforestation,  reclamation  and  land  use 
management  The  locations  of  the  forest 
headquarters  are  shown  in  the  Appendix, 
page  41  and  42.  In  addition  to  the  forest 
headquarters,  there  are  42  ranger  district 
offices  and  five  satellite  offices  throughout 
the  forested  areas  of  the  province. 


Each  forest  is  subdivided  into 
management  units  that  are  managed  as 
separate  entities  on  a sustained  yield 
basis.  Controls,  as  prescribed  by  the 
Forests  Act  and  Timber  Management 
Regulation,  require  that  the  timber 
resource  be  harvested  in  a manner  that 
prevents  the  depletion  of  our  forests.  This 
principle  of  forest  management  is  called 
sustained  yield. 

Forest  management  techniques 
practiced  by  the  Alberta  government  are 
designed  to  ensure  that  modem  timber 
harvesting  operations  are  carried  out  in  a 
planned  and  orderly  fashion  to  promote 
harvesting  efficiency  and  regeneration  of 
the  cutover  area.  Such  planning  also 
provides  for  the  protection  of  wildlife, 
watersheds  and  aesthetics. 

Sustained  yield  management  requires 
the  renewal  or  regeneration  of  forest 
growth  and  adequate  forest  protection. 
Both  industry  and  government  are 
dedicated  to  the  task  of  reforesting  cutover 
lands  in  the  province.  Under  the  quota 


system,  small  quota  holders  are  given  the 
option  of  undertaking  reforestation  or 
paying  a levy  to  the  government  to  carry 
out  reforestation  on  their  behalf.  Large 
quota  holders  (over  34  000  m3)  undertake 
reforestation  directly  on  lands  cut  under 
their  respective  dispositions. 

The  Alberta  Forest  Service  is  responsible 
for  reforesting  areas  destroyed  by  fire  and 
those  areas  with  potential  as  forest  land. 


Companies  holding 
Forest  Management 
Agreements  must 
reforest  all  areas  they 
harvest  In  addition, 
these  companies  assist 
in  reforesting  land  on 
which  the  timber  was 
destroyed  by  fire, 
insects  or  disease,  or 
cut  before  commence- 
ment of  their  agreement 

Timber  Quotas,  Licences 

Nearly  one-half  the  timber  in  Alberta  is 
cut  under  the  authority  of  timber  quotas, 
which  are  issued  for  20-year  renewable 
periods.  Where  merchantable  timber  is 
available  for  cutting  in  commercial 
quantity  from  permanent  forest  land,  the 
Forest  Service  establishes  the  amount  that 
may  be  cut  annually  on  a sustained  basis. 
A quota  does  not  carry  any  land  rights 
and  the  timber  rights  conveyed  are  simply 
expressed  as  a share  of  the  annual 
allowable  cut  for  the  entire  management 
unit  An  operating  area  is  assigned  to  each 
quota  holder  and  the  operable 
merchantable  timber  stands  in  that  area 
are  planned  for  harvest  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  sound  forest 
management 

The  timber  quota  automatically  ensures 
the  issuance  of  successive  timber  licences 
without  competition.  The  licence 
represents  the  actual  cutting  authority  and 
contains  special  conditions  that  the 
harvester  must  follow  when  operating  in 
the  area.  In  addition,  all  operations  must 
be  conducted  in  accordance  with  timber 
harvest  planning  and  operating  ground 
rules. 
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The  timber  licence  is  a legal  document 
subject  to  government  legislation.  This 
allows  the  government  to  make  sure  the 
timber  harvest  is  carried  out  in  a manner 
that  ensures  sustained  yield  of  forest 
products  while,  at  the  same  time, 
maintaining  the  integrity  of  the 
environment 

Forest  Management  Agreement 

Another  means  by  which  authority  to 
cut  timber  may  be  obtained  is  through  a 
Forest  Management  Agreement  These 
agreements  are  entered  into  only  when  the 
successful  company  has  agreed  to 
construct  a large  wood  processing  facility 
such  as  a pulp  mill,  plywood  mill  or  a 
large  sawmill,  and  to  manage  the  area  by 
sound  forest  management  principles 
approved  by  the  Alberta  Forest  Service. 
Formal  agreements  are  negotiated  with  the 
successful  applicants. 

Commercial  Timber  Permits 

Timber  permits  may  be  offered  by 
competitive  auction  where  a surplus 
annual  allowable  cut  is  present  or  has 
accumulated  in  a management  unit 
Generally,  timber  permits  are  held  by 
small  operators  not  desiring  or  unable  to 
obtain  a quota  in  a forest  management 
unit  These  permits  are  issued  for  a short 
term,  usually  one  to  three  years.  On 


occasion,  commercial  timber  permits  are 
also  granted  without  competition  where 
the  timber  is  dead  (i.e.,  fire-killed). 

Local  Timber  Permits 

Local  timber  permits  are  issued 
primarily  to  provide  local  residents  with 
the  opportunity  to  harvest  timber  for  their 
own  use,  and  secondly,  for  sale  of  timber 
if  approved  for  the  particular  forest 
management  unit  Volume  of  timber 
harvested  is  limited  and  permits  are  for  a 
one-year  term,  although  this  period  may 
be  extended.  Local  timber  permits  may  be 
granted  without  competition;  however, 
where  demand  exceeds  supply  in  specific 
locales,  a draw  system  is  usually 
implemented  to  establish  eligibility. 

Forest  Grazing  Licence 

Forest  grazing  licences  are  grazing 
dispositions  that  are  issued  for  up  to  10 
years  on  public  forest  land.  The  licence 
does  not  convey  a leasehold  interest  in 
the  land.  Within  forest  management 
agreement  areas,  the  licence  is  subject  to 
the  management  plan  of  the  agreement 
holder.  A per-head  per-month  charge  is 
payable  equivalent  to  the  grazing  lease 
rental;  municipal  taxes  are  payable  on 
licences  outside  the  forest  management 
agreement  areas.  Forest  grazing  licences 
cannot  be  transferred  by  a holder  to 
another  party. 
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Forest  Reserve  Range 
Allotment13 

Grazing  in  the  Forest  Reserve  is 
authorized  by  means  of  annual,  temporary, 
Dr  on/off  permits  issued  by  the  Alberta 
Forest  Service.  These  permits  authorize 
the  holder  to  graze  a specified  number  of 
livestock  for  a certain  period  of  time.  Each 
permittee  agrees  to  follow  a range 
management  plan  that  has  been 
developed  for  that  allotment  These  plans 
basically  outline  how  livestock  on  the 
allotment  will  be  managed.  Fees  are  based 
on  a per-head  per-month  charge. 

A long-term  commitment  to  the 
permittee  for  grazing  in  future  years  is 
established  though  a preference  quota. 
Such  quotas  are  based  on  the  forage 
production  capability  of  the  range 
allotments  and  are  established  for 
permittees  who  meet  the  requirements 
under  the  regulations.  Permits  and  quotas 
do  not  convey  any  interest  in  the  land. 

Range  allotments  are  natural  drainage 
basins  where  grazing  is  permitted.  They 
are  also  important  wildlife  areas.  Other 
activities  such  as  hiking,  horseback  riding, 
hunting,  fishing  and  timber  harvesting  also 
occur.  These  activities  are  considered 
during  development  of  range  management 
plans. 

13  The  Forest  Reserve  consists  primarily  of  lands 
within  the  Eastern  Slope  of  southwestern  Alberta  - 
primarily  lands  within  the  Bow/Crow  Forest  and  a 
limited  amount  of  the  Rocky/Clearwater  Forest  The 
Forest  Reserve  was  initially  established  in  1947  to 
protect  this  critical  headwaters  region. 


V. 

MANAGEMENT 
OF  FISH  AND 
WILDLIFE 
RESOURCES 

The  Fish  and  Wildlife  Division  has  the 
responsibility  for  managing  fish  and 
wildlife  resources  on  all  provincial  lands 
in  Alberta,  both  public  and  private.  To 
effect  this  management  as  efficiently  as 
possible,  the  province  has  been  divided 
into  five  large  regional  or  geographical 
areas.  These  regions  generally  correspond 
with  the  regional  management  structure 
used  by  other  divisions  of  the  department 
The  locations  and  addresses  of  the  five 
Fish  and  Wildlife  regional  offices  are 
given  in  the  Appendix,  page  42. 

In  addition  to  the  regional  offices,  there 
are  63  district  offices  throughout  the 
province.  Fish  and  Wildlife  headquarters, 
located  in  Edmonton,  consists  of  seven 
branches. 

Fishery  Resource 

Fish  are  a renewable  natural  resource 
used  by  the  public  for  recreation,  food, 
and  commercial  purposes.  The  Fisheries 
Management  Branch  is  responsible  for 
fisheries  management  in  the  province.  The 
branch  is  divided  into  three  sections: 
Sportfisheries  Management  Fish  Culture, 
and  Commercial  Fisheries  Management 
Management  activities  such  as  stream 
surveys,  lake  surveys,  creel  census  and 
catch  statistics  are  intended  to  provide  the 
essential  basic  data  used  in  protection, 
regulation  and  enhancement  of  Alberta 
fisheries.  Fish  culture  involves  the 
production  of  fish  for  stocking  in 
provincial  waters. 

Wildlife  Resource 

The  management  of  Alberta  wildlife 
recognizes  the  existence  of  five  major 
ecological  zones:  Grasslands,  Foothills, 
Subalpine,  Parkland  and  Boreal  Forest 
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(Mixedwood).  These  zones  are  subdivided 
into  smaller  wildlife  management  units 
(WMUs).  Seasons,  permits,  authorizations 
and  licences  are  set  and  managed  using 
these  units.  This  facilitates  effective 
wildlife  game  management  and  provides 
for  a more  equitable  sharing  of  the 
resource  by  the  public,  particularly  for 
those  who  hunt  or  trap. 

Fur  and  non-game  species  are 
monitored  for  their  use  and  demand. 
Emphasis  is  placed  on  the  identification 
of,  and  recovery  programs  for  endangered, 
threatened  and  vulnerable  wildlife.  The 
Wildlife  Culture  Program  provides 
pheasants  for  release  and  use  by  hunters. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Habitat 
Development  and  Protection 

Alberta’s  public  lands  are  home  to  a 
wide  variety  of  fish  and  wildlife  species. 
Resource  users,  however,  put  increasingly 
greater  demands  on  the  habitat  Every 
effort  is  made  to  work  with  these  resource 
users,  such  as  the  agricultural,  timber,  coal 
and  petroleum  industries,  and  the 
agencies  that  manage  these  resources.  By 
working  together,  adverse  impacts  are 
minimized  on  fish  and  wildlife  species 
and  their  habitat  The  Buck  for  Wildlife 
Program,  an  important  element  of 
successful  habitat  enhancement  and 
development  is  designed  to  maintain  and 
improve  valuable  wildlife  and  fisheries 
habitat  throughout  the  province.  Funds  are 
provided  by  Alberta  sportsmen  through 
their  purchase  of  wildlife  certificates  or 
angling  licences.  Since  the  program  began 
in  1973,  many  worthwhile  habitat 
development  or  improvement  projects 
have  been  made  possible.  Other  areas  of 
activity  include: 

□ acquisition  of  land  for  wildlife  habitat 
through  direct  purchase  by  the 
province; 

□ development  of  incentive  programs 
designed  to  encourage  landowners  to 
retain  wildlife  habitat  on  their  land; 

□ implementation  of  the  Wetlands  for 
Tomorrow  Program  with  Ducks 
Unlimited  and  Alberta  Environment 

A major  function  of  the  Habitat  Branch 


is  to  provide  increased  input  into  the 
integrated  management  planning  of  the 
land  base  to  meet  specific  wildlife 
resource  needs. 

Enforcement 

This  area  of  fish  and  wildlife 
management  is  concerned  with  activities 
relating  to  enforcement  problem  wildlife 
control,  special  investigations,  forensic 
science  research,  and  the  Outdoor 
Observer  Program.  The  major  areas  of 
responsibility  include: 

□ Enforcing  a variety  of  provincial  and 
federal  statutes  that  directly  or 
indirectly  relate  to  the  protection, 
orderly  harvest  and  use  of  the  fish  and 
wildlife  resource,  safety  and  protection 
of  persons  and  property. 

□ Providing  a variety  of  field  services  to 
the  public  in  connection  with  resource 
management  (i.e.,  problem  wildlife 
control,  game  and  fish  farm  inspections, 
community  relations  work). 

□ Coordination  with  other  resource 
enforcement  agencies  provincially, 
interprovincially  and  internationally. 

Program  Support 

Another  important  function  of  the  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Division  is  to  provide  various 
support  services,  including  licence 
distribution  and  control  systems, 
warehousing  and  central  supply  services, 
equipment  purchase  and  inventory, 
personnel  coordination  and  budgeting, 
processing  accounts,  trapline 
administration,  and  advisory  services. 

A program  of  socioeconomic  research 
and  analysis  is  maintained,  recognizing 
the  human  dimension  as  an  important 
aspect  of  successful  fisheries  and  wildlife 
management 

Public  understanding  of  fish  and 
wildlife  management  is  facilitated  through 
a variety  of  extension  and  education 
programs.  These  include  the  Conservation 
and  Hunter  Education  Program,  the 
Fishing  Education  Program  and  Project 
WILD  which  are  offered  in  formal  and 
non-formal  educational  settings,  and 
appeal  to  all  ages. 
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VI. 

INTEGRATED 

RESOURCE 

MANAGEMENT 

Integrated  resource  management  has 
jeen  established  as  the  fundamental 
Lpproach  to  decision-making  for  the 
mblic  lands  and  resources  of  Alberta.  Key 
eatures  of  this  management  philosophy 
Lre: 

n providing  maximum  benefits  to 
Albertans  through  wise  management  of 
public  lands  and  resources; 

] meaningful  consultation  with  affected 
parties  during  decision-making 
processes  (including  policy 
development  land  allocation  and 
operations);  and 

n consideration  of  present  and  future 
needs. 

By  considering 
ill  viewpoints  and 
nformation,  better 
iecision-making 
'esults.  Conflicts 
:an  be  resolved 
md  opportunities 
:an  be  identified, 
rhe  benefits  of 
’esource 
nanagement 
iirough  teamwork 
ire  apparent  in 
Jie  province’s 
approach  to 
public  lands  and 
resource  planning. 

Integrated  Resource 
Planning 

Integrated  resource  planning  is  one 
element  of  integrated  resource 
management  in  action.  Planning  for  the 
province’s  public  lands  and  resources 
occurs  in  a cooperative  and 
comprehensive  manner 
□ public  land  and  resource  decisions 


have  been  shared  with  interested 
agencies  and  members  of  the  public; 

□ all  public  lands  and  resources  are 
considered  during  the  development  of  a 
plan; 

□ integrated  resource  plans  will 
eventually  apply  to  all  public  lands 
and  resources  in  Alberta  - they  do  not 
apply  to  federal  lands  or  private  lands; 

□ planning  occurs  within  the  framework 
of  existing  government  policy  and 
legislation; 

□ the  teams  responsible  for  developing 
plans  consist  of  representatives  from 
interested  agencies  with  expertise  and 
knowledge  of  the  planning  area;  and 

□ the  views  and  knowledge  of  the  public 
provide  a substantial  influence  in  the 
decision-making  processes. 

Integrated  resource  plans  are 
coordinated  by  the  staff  of  the  Resource 
Planning  Branch.  This  role  includes  team 
leadership,  communication  with  the 
public,  and  representation  of  the  plan 
(including 
documents, 
agencies’  views 
and  public  input) 
in  the  approval 
process.  The  final 
decision-making 
authority  for 
public  land  and 
resource  use  rests 
with  the  Minister 
of  Forestry,  Lands 
and  Wildlife  and 
his  colleagues  on 
the  Economic 
Planning 
Committee  of  the 
Alberta  Cabinet 

Putting 

approved  resource  plans  into  action 
requires  the  cooperation  of  several 
agencies.  This  effort  is  coordinated  by  the 
department’s  Regional  Resource 
Coordinators  who  chair  the  five  Regional 
Resource  Management  Committees.  These 
five  regional  committees  have  a key 
responsibility  in  reviewing,  revising  and 
achieving  the  intents  of  the  plans. 
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◄ Preparing  a seedbed  for  annual 
cropping. 
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Reclaimed  site  showing  slope 
stabilization  prior  to  seeding  to 
grass. 


Reclaimed  sand  and  gravel  ► 
operation. 


vn. 

RECLAMATION 
OF  PUBLIC 
LANDS 

Reclamation  is  a broad  term  used  to 
describe  the  restoration  of  sites  disturbed 
by  either  man  or  nature.  The  objective  is 
to  reclaim  disturbed  areas  to  a state 
consistent  with  the  potential  future  use  of 
the  area.  Within  the  Green  Area,  for 
example,  land  is  normally  reclaimed  to  a 
condition  that  will  again  produce  forest 
growth  for  eventual  harvest  In  the  White 
Area,  the  land  is  normally  reclaimed  to 
permit  use  either  for  livestock  grazing  or 
crop  production. 

Many  land  use  dispositions,  primarily 
industrial,  result  in  disturbance  to  the  land 
surface.  Where  the  proposed  development 
involves  surface  disturbance,  or  where 
disturbance  is  probable,  applicants  are 
required  to  provide  information  relating  to 
the  type  of  disturbance,  plan  of  operation 
and  method  of  restoration.  Following 
review  of  the  proposed  development  a 
disposition  may  be  issued  that  includes 
terms  and  conditions  to  ensure 
appropriate  reclamation  is  carried  out 

Operations  involving  large  disturbances 
such  as  coal  mining  are  subject  to 
detailed  planning,  monitoring  of 


operations,  and  stringent  reclamation 
standards.  Frequently,  reclamation 
operations  are  required  to  be  undertaken 
as  development  proceeds. 

The  department  currently  has  a 
program  to  reclaim  specific  sites  on  public 
lands  where  the  party  responsible  for  the 
disturbance  cannot  be  found  or  when  the 
disturbance  occurred  before  the 
enactment  of  legislation  establishing 
reclamation  responsibilities.  The  funding 
of  these  projects  is  provided  by  the 
Alberta  Heritage  Savings  Trust  Fund.  In 
addition,  the  department  has  an  annual 
budget  to  reclaim  sites  that  do  not  meet 
the  guidelines  established  for  reclamation 
projects  funded  by  the  Alberta  Heritage 
Savings  Trust  Fund. 

The  Land  Surface  Conservation  and 
Reclamation  Act  is  the  primary  legislation 
guiding  all  reclamation  in  Alberta.  This 
act  applies  to  public  as  well  as  private 
lands  and  provides  for  a Surface 
Reclamation  Council.  A chairman  selected 
from  Alberta  Environment  and  two  deputy 
chairmen  from  Alberta  Forestry,  Lands 
and  Wildlife  constitute  the  executive  of 
the  council.  In  turn,  these  chairmen  have 
their  own  district  council  members  who 
administer  the  various  aspects  of  the  act 
that  are  under  their  jurisdiction. 
Department  council  members  ensure  that 
coordination  occurs  between  this  act  and 
the  Public  Lands  Act,  which  authorizes 
the  surface  disposition  and  provides  for 
specific  conditions  of  use. 
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vm. 

ACCESS, 

SURFACE 

RIGHTS, 

WITHDRAWAL 

OF  PUBLIC 

LANDS, 

GEOPHYSICAL 

OPERATIONS 

Access  to  Public  Lands 

Authority  is  not  required  for  short-term, 
non-intensive  uses  of  vacant  public  lands 
such  as  camping,  hiking  and  canoeing14. 
Within  the  forested  areas,  however,  it  is 
advisable  to  contact  a regional  or  district 
Forest  Service  office  before  undertaking 
group  activities.  Access  for  such  purposes 
may  be  restricted  during  periods  of  high 
forest  fire  hazard.  Users  are  reminded  that 
the  creation  of  any  structures  and 
excavations,  the  accumulation  of  any 
waste  materials,  the  removal  of  trees 
without  authority,  or  the  creation  of  any 
condition  that  may  damage  the  land  is 
prohibited. 

In  the  case  of  public  lands  under 
disposition,  the  Petty  Trespass  Act  states 
that  no  person  shall  trespass  upon  public 
land  subject  to  any  disposition  granted 
under  the  Public  Lands  Act  except  a 
grazing  lease  or  a grazing  permit  The 
Petty  Trespass  Act  provides  that 
individuals  who  are  deemed  to  have  had 
notice  not  to  trespass,  and  are  present 
upon  public  lands  held  under  other 
dispositions,  are  guilty  of  an  offence. 

Although  the  Petty  Trespass  Act  does 
not  apply  to  grazing  leases,  under  Section 
41  of  the  Criminal  Code  the  lessee  may 
lay  assault  charges  against  anyone  who 
resists  after  being  asked  to  leave.  Also,  the 
leaseholder,  under  common  law,  may  seek 


damages,  through  the  courts,  against 
anyone  who  enters  on  to  the  land. 

Grazing  leaseholders  and  private 
landowners  are  encouraged  to  post  “Use 
Respect”  signs  on  their  land.  The  signs  are 
available  free  of  charge  at  all  Public  Land 
and  Fish  and  Wildlife  divisional  offices. 
There  are  several  types  of  “Use  Respect” 
signs  available,  such  as  “Access  with 
Permission”,  “Access  Permitted”,  and  a 
series  of  signs  for  a designated  route 
system. 

Departmental  policy  regarding  access  to 
lands  held  under  grazing  lease  or  grazing 
permit  is  subject  to  ongoing  review.  The 
general  public  and  grazing  lessees  are 
encouraged  to  participate  in  the  Use 
Respect  Program  and  observe  the 
following  guidelines: 

□ foot  access  to  public  lands  held  under 
grazing  lease  or  permit  should  be 
permitted  at  all  times. 

□ vehicle  access  should  be  confined  to 
existing  established  roads  and  trails. 

□ all  users  should  attempt  to  notify  the 
lessee  of  their  intention  to  enter  leased 
lands 

□ all  users  should  take  appropriate 
measures  to  prevent  damage  to  forage, 
livestock  or  improvements  on  leased 
lands. 

It  should  be  noted  that  members  of  the 
public  wishing  to  enter  provincial  grazing 
reserves  must  first  obtain  permission  from 
the  pasture  manager.  Under  certain 
conditions,  access  may  be  obtained  to  any 
one  of  the  32  grazing  reserves  located 
throughout  the  province.  For  information 
regarding  the  location  and  access  to 
grazing  reserves,  contact  any  Public  Lands 
Division  office. 


14  Access  to  wilderness  areas  (Whitegoat,  Siffleur  and 
Ghost  River)  and  the  Willmore  Wilderness  Park  is 
subject  to  restrictions  on  vehicular  travel.  Alberta 
Recreation  and  Parks  should  be  contacted  for  further 
information  concerning  access  to  the  wilderness 
areas.  The  Alberta  Forest  Service  should  be 
contacted  regarding  access  to  Willmore  Wilderness 
Park. 
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Acquisition  of  Surface  Rights  on 
Occupied  Public  Lands 

Public  land  disposition  holders  have 
the  right  to  negotiate  with  mineral 
operators  concerning  the  acquisition  and 
terms  of  compensation  for  the  land 
surface  area  required  for  well  sites, 
roadways,  etc. 

On  public  lands  under  disposition  not 
leading  to  title,  the  Public  Lands  Division 
requires  the  mineral  operator  to  provide  a 
copy  of  the  consent  agreement  negotiated 
between  the  mineral  operator  and  the 
occupant  (prior  lessee,  licensee,  permittee) 
before  issuing  a disposition  to  the  mineral 
operator.  Where  consent  cannot  be 
negotiated,  the  mineral  operator  may 
apply  to  the  Surface  Rights  Board  for  a 
right  of  entry  order  to  authorize  entry  and 
use  of  the  land.  Subsequent  Board 
hearings  determine  the  amount  of 
compensation  and  rental  payable  to  the 
occupant  and  the  Crown. 

On  public  lands  under  agreement  for 
sale,  mineral  operators  must  provide  the 
Public  Lands  Division  with  a copy  of  a 
private  surface  agreement  negotiated  with 
the  disposition  holder.  The  Public  Lands 
Division  will  then  provide  consent  to  the 
agreement  but  may,  if  the  sale  account  of 
the  disposition  holder  is  in  arrears,  direct 
that  a specified  portion  of  the 
compensation  or  rental  be  paid  to  the 
department  to  bring  the  account  into  good 
standing.  The  mineral  operator  again  has 
recourse  to  the  Surface  Rights  Board  if  a 
private  surface  agreement  cannot  be 
negotiated 

The  Public  Lands  Division  also  requires 
a copy  of  a consent  to  withdrawal  from 
the  occupant  before  granting  a disposition 
to  another  party  for  other  non-mineral 
purposes.  If  a consent  cannot  be 
negotiated  between  the  proposed  user  and 
the  occupant,  the  Public  Lands  Act 
provides  that  the  required  land  may  be 
withdrawn  from  the  disposition  after 
notice  of  60  days  is  given. 

Forest  Management  Agreement  holders 
are  occupants  of  public  land  in 


accordance  with  the  terms  of  their 
agreements  and  consequently,  the  consent 
of  the  agreement  holder  must  be  obtained 
before  issuing  a disposition  within  the 
agreement  area.  If  consent  cannot  be 
obtained,  there  is  provision  in  the 
agreement  that  the  department  can 
withdraw  the  land  from  the  agreement 
area. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  Surveys  Act 
provides  that  surveyors  can  enter  onto  any 
land  to  conduct  a legal  survey,  provided 
they  have  notified  or  attempted  to  notify 
the  owner  or  occupant  Compensation, 
however,  is  payable  for  any  damages  to 
the  land  or  improvements  that  result  from 
the  survey. 

Withdrawal  of  Land  from 
Dispositions 

The  Public  Lands  Act  permits  the 
withdrawal  of  public  land  held  under 
lease  or  permit  disposition,  including 
leases  and  permits  for  non-agricultural 
purposes,  where  the  land  is  required  for  a 
higher  economic  use,  to  provide  public 
access,  or  for  any  purpose  considered  to 
be  in  the  public  interest  The  withdrawal 
may  be  carried  out  60  days  after  giving 
notice. 

Where  significant  areas  are  withdrawn, 
however,  as  in  a grazing  disposition,  the 
holder  of  the  disposition  is  normally  given 
at  least  one  full  grazing  season  of  use 
before  the  actual  withdrawal.  In  southern 
Alberta,  for  example,  public  lands  held 
under  grazing  lease  or  permit  and 
classified  as  irrigable  by  Alberta 
Agriculture,  and  that  can  be  serviced  with 
water,  may  be  withdrawn  from  the  lease 
and  made  available  for  more  productive 
uses.  In  such  situations,  the  lessee  is  given 
the  opportunity  to  make  representations 
regarding  the  withdrawal.  Such 
representations  are  referred  to  the  local 
Agricultural  Development  Committee  for 
consideration.  After  considering  the 
recommendations  of  this  committee,  the 
department  then  decides  whether  the 
proposed  withdrawal  is  appropriate. 
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Geophysical  Operations  on 
Public  Lands 

Geophysical  operations  are  conducted 
:o  determine  whether  there  is  a suitable 
mderground  formation,  perhaps 
:ontaining  petroleum  or  natural  gas,  that 
would  warrant  future  development 

The  two  most  common  methods  of 
ixploration  are  dynamite  and  surface 
mergy  (vibroseis)  operations.  A surveyed 
ine  is  cleared  across  the  land  designated 
;or  study,  which  has  an  energy  source 
ocation  at  set  intervals.  This  may  either 
3e  dynamite  in  drill  holes,  or  a designated 
ocation  for  a surface  method  such  as  a 
ubrator  to  transmit  energy  to  the 
lubsurface.  The  resulting  reflections 
)btained  by  these  two  methods  are  then 
ecorded  and  processed  electronically. 

In  order  for  the 
geophysical 
company  to 
:onduct  an 
;xploration 
Drogram,  the 
:ompany  must 
lave  an  exploration 
icence.  An 
;xploration  permit 
nust  also  be 
ibtained  to  operate 
he  exploration 
equipment 
dcences  and 
lermits  are  issued 
iy  the  Department 
)f  Forestry,  Lands 
md  Wildlife 
lursuant  to  the 
exploration 
legulations  (A.R. 
t23/78). 

An  applicant  for 
m exploration 
ipproval  must 
lubmit  a 

ireliminary  plan  to 
he  director  of  the 
?orest  Land  Use 
Branch  of  the 
lepartment  The 


preliminary  plan  must  contain  a map  and 
provide  a number  of  details  regarding  the 
proposed  exploration  program.  The  plan  is 
referred  to  the  Public  Lands  Division  for 
review  and  approval  if  the  exploration 
program  will  involve  public  lands  in  the 
White  Area  of  the  province,  or  to  the 
Alberta  Forest  Service  if  the  public  lands 
are  located  in  the  Green  Area.  Copies  of 
the  application  for  exploration  approval 
must  also  be  submitted  to  the  regional  or 
district  office  in  which  the  program  is  to 
be  conducted,  concurrently  with 
submission  to  the  director  of  the  Forest 
Land  Use  Branch. 

The  exploration  program  must  then  be 
conducted  by  the  licensee  in  accordance 
with  the  approved  preliminary  plan.  The 
plan  will  contain  conditions  relating  to 
the  removal  and  salvage  of  merchantable 
timber  from  cutlines,  disposal  of  slash, 
reclamation  of 
cutlines,  etc. 

On  occupied 
public  lands,  the 
consent  of  the 
disposition  holder 
must  be  obtained 
before  commencing 
geophysical 
operations.  For 
geophysical 
operations  to  be 
conducted  on 
leased  road 
allowances  located 
within 

Improvement 
Districts,  the 
licensee  must  give 
the  occupant  48 
hours  notice  in 
writing  of  the  intent 
to  commence 
geophysical 
operations.  Within 
counties,  municipal 
districts  or  the 
Special  Areas, 
consent  of  the 
lessee  of  the  road 
allowance  must  be 
obtained. 
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IX. 

PUBLIC  LAND 

RESERVATIONS 

AND 

NOTATIONS 

Management  of  public  lands  in  the 
White  Area  is  a major  responsibility  of  the 
Public  Lands  Division.  Because  of  the 
integrated  management  philosophy  of  the 
department  numerous  other  divisions, 
agencies  and  departments  influence 
management  of  public  land.  A formal 
registration  system  has  been  set  up  within 
the  department  to  record  and  manage  the 
various  interests  in  public  lands. 
Registration  takes  the  form  of  an 
administrative  reservation  or  notation 
placed  against  public  land  to  ensure  that 
a particular  land  use  or  conservation 
objective  is  achieved.  Potential  users  of 
public  lands  are  required  to  consult  with 
and  abide  by  the  particular  reservation  or 
notation  that  is  placed  against  the  land. 

For  example,  disposition  and  use  of 
public  land  involving  development  for 
intensive  agriculture  (such  as  annual 
cropping),  will  generally  not  be  permitted 
on  lands  affected  by  or  adjacent  to 
significant  water  bodies.  Such  lands  are 
frequently  reserved  in  favor  of  protection 
against  loss  of  recreation  values,  wildlife 
habitat,  watershed  values,  soil  erosion,  etc. 
It  is  possible  that  non-intensive  grazing 
and  limited  cultivation  may  be  permitted 
on  such  areas,  provided  the  land  is 
suitable  and  all  conservation  requirements 
are  met 

Land  may  also  be  reserved  at  the 
request  of  other  government  departments 
or  agencies  for  specific  uses  such  as  fish 
and  wildlife  habitat  protection,  future 
sand  and  gravel  development  recreation, 
etc.  Ecologically  representative  or  unique 
parcels  of  land  may  be  reserved  as 
Natural  Areas. 

Applications  for  reservations  are 


coordinated  through  the  Public  Lands 
Division  and  may  be  initiated  through  the 
normal  course  of  public  land  and  public 
resource  management  or  as  a result  of  an 
application  for  use  that  is  not  compatible 
with  the  land.  Although  other  government 
departments  and  agencies  request 
reservations  to  be  placed,  the  vast  majority 
originate  from  field  offices  within  Forestry, 
Lands  and  Wildlife.  Before  finalizing  the 
type  and  level  of  restriction  a reservation 
will  impose,  referrals  to  appropriate 
government  departments  are  completed. 

Land  affected  by  a minor  water  or 
drainage  course  may  be  sold  subject  to  a 
watercourse  agreement  that  specifies  the 
conservation  practices  that  must  be 
followed.  These  include,  for  example, 
leaving  the  natural  cover  undisturbed 
within  a specified  distance  of  the 
watercourse.  When  the  title  is  issued  on 
land  with  a watercourse  agreement  a 
caveat  is  registered  against  the  title  to 
protect  the  Crown’s  interest  in  the 
watercourse  area  for  the  future. 


X. 

BEDS  AND 
SHORES  OF 
WATER  BODIES 

Legislation  in  Alberta  provides  that  the 
Crown,  in  right  of  Alberta,  is  the  owner  of 
the  beds  and  shores  of  all  rivers,  streams, 
watercourses,  lakes  and  other  bodies  of 
water.  This  principle  was  established  in 
legislation  in  1894,  before  the  province 
was  established  and  subsequent 
legislation  has  reaffirmed  the  principle.  It 
Is  important  to  note,  however,  that  the 
Crown  does  not  claim  ownership  to 
seasonal  or  intermittent  water  bodies  that 
may  occasionally  appear  on  land. 

Since  water-covered  areas  constitute 
anly  about  2.5%  of  the  area  of  the 
province,  policies  have  been  established 
to  ensure  that  shorelines  are  conserved 
and  protected.  Property  owners  next  to  the 


shore  may,  without  authority  from  the 
department  carry  out  minor  bank 
stabilization  to  protect  the  property  from 
water  erosion,  erect  small  removable 
domestic  piers,  or  place  removable  boat 
lifts  on  the  bed  of  the  lake.  Authorization 
by  Licence  of  Occupation  is  required  to 
build  larger  structures,  such  as  retaining 
walls  projecting  into  the  lake,  large  or 
commercial  piers,  permanent  domestic 
piers  and  boat  launching  facilities, 
breakwaters,  and  causeways. 

These  policies  apply  to  permanent 
water  bodies,  the  beds  and  shores  of 
which  are  public  land  and  extend  to  the 
banks  of  lakes,  rivers  and  streams. 

A public  reserve  of  3 m (10  ft)  or  more 
generally  extends  between  the  bank  and 
lot  lines  on  most  subdivisions  adjoining 
bodies  of  water.  Public  reserves  adjoining 
water  bodies,  however,  were  not  common 
in  subdivisions  established  before  1960. 
Public  reserve  land  is  the  property  of  the 
municipal  authority  in  which  the 
subdivision  is  located. 


◄ Examples  of  a bed  and  shore  on 
one  of  many  of  Alberta’s  lakes. 
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XL 

WILDERNESS 

AREAS, 

ECOLOGICAL 

RESERVES  AND 

NATURAL 

AREAS 


With  the  continuing  expansion  of 
industrial  development  and  settlement  in 
Alberta,  it  is  considered  in  the  public 
interest  to  protect  and  manage  certain 
undisturbed  areas  of  the  province  to 
preserve  their  natural  features.  A system  of 
areas  is  being  established  and  maintained, 
ranging  from  wilderness  areas  through 
ecological  reserves  to  natural  areas. 

Administration  of  Alberta’s  system  of 
wilderness  areas,  natural  areas  and 
proposed  ecological  reserves  is  the 
responsibility  of  both  Alberta  Forestry, 
Lands  and  Wildlife  and  Alberta 
Recreation  and  Parks.  It  is  intended  that 
the  system,  when  complete,  will  include 
the  full  range  of  environmental  diversity 
of  Alberta’s  biogeographical  zones.  The 
designation  and  protection  of  such  areas 
is  consistent  with  similar  programs 
throughout  the  world. 

Wilderness  areas  are  given  maximum 
protection  against  disturbance  by  humans. 
Under  the  present  legislation,  an  advisory 
committee  makes  recommendations  to  the 
government  regarding  the  establishment 
and  management  of  wilderness  areas. 
Alberta  has  established  three  Wilderness 
Areas  - White  Goat  Siffleur  and  Ghost 
River  - that  cover  a total  of  970  km2  (375 
sq.  mi.).  These  areas  have  been  established 
by  statute  to  preserve  their  unique  beauty 
and  natural  character.  Each  area  is  remote, 
situated  in  the  Eastern  Slopes  adjacent  to 
Jasper  and  Banff  national  parks,  and 
comprises  valleys,  streams  and  rugged 
mountain  terrain.  To  safeguard  these 


areas,  the  following  special  restrictions 
have  been  established: 

□ Visitors  may  travel  on  foot  only. 

□ Hunting  and  fishing  are  prohibited. 

□ Garbage  must  be  packed  out 

□ Fossils,  plants,  animals  and  artifacts  are 
protected. 

The  Willmore  Wilderness  Park  was 
established  by  statute  in  1959.  This  area, 
comprising  approximately  4 545  km2  (1 
755  sq.  mi.),  adjoins  the  northern  boundary 
of  Jasper  National  Park.  The  management 
objective  of  preserving  this  natural 
environment  is  similar  to  the  wilderness 
areas,  but  several  activities  are  allowed 
that  are  not  permitted  in  wilderness  areas. 

□ Access  by  foot  or  by  horse  is  permitted. 
In  addition,  vehicle  access  may  be 
permitted  with  ministerial  order. 

□ Hunting  and  fishing  are  permitted. 

Ten  ecological  reserves  ranging  in  size 
from  8.3  to  37.7  km2  (3-15  sq.  mi.)  have 
now  been  established.  Other  public  lands 
have  been  reserved  for  proposed 
ecological  reserves  and  would  be  given 
almost  the  same  degree  of  protection  as 
wilderness  areas.  Ecological  reserves 
preserve  representative  examples  of 
natural  ecosystems  as  well  as  unique  or 
rare  examples  of  native  plants  and 
animals  or  physical  natural  features. 
Ecological  reserves  are  intended  primarily 
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for  conservation  of  genetic  resources  and 
for  scientific  research  that  will  assist  in 
natural  resource  management  and  use. 
Limited  educational  and  recreational  uses 
of  such  areas  will  likely  be  permitted  in 
association  with  a management  plan. 

Natural  areas  are  established  to  protect 
sensitive  areas  or  scenic  lands  from 
disturbance,  and  to  set  aside  public  lands 
to  ensure  their  availability  in  a natural 
state  for  use  by  the  public  for  recreation, 
education  or  other  purposes.  Many  of 
these  areas  are  intended  for  the  public’s 
use  for  outdoor  recreation,  such  as 
picnicking,  cross-country  skiing,  hiking 
and  nature  photography.  Other  natural 
areas  are  intended  primarily  for  the  use  of 
educators  and  students  in  the  field  of 
natural  history.  The  latter  areas  will  be 
located  as  close  as  possible  to  major 
population  centers  to  facilitate  their 
intended  use. 

To  date,  111  parcels  totaling 
approximately  31  500  ha  (77  850  acres) 
have  been  designated  as  natural  areas  by 
Order-In-Council  under  the  Wilderness 
Areas,  Ecological  Reserves  and  Natural 
Areas  Act  Throughout  the  province,  other 
areas  have  been  reserved,  pending  final 
evaluation,  to  permit  the  addition  of 
suitable  sites  to  complete  the  system  and 
to  respond  to  public  demand. 


xn. 

THE 

PROVINCIAL 

GRAZING 

RESERVE 

PROGRAM 

Grazing  reserves  are  community 
pastures  financed,  developed  and  operated 
by  the  Public  Lands  Division  for  use  by 
local  farmers  and  ranchers.  Grazing 
reserve  development  in  Alberta  dates  back 
to  1935,  when  the  Twin  River  Reserve  was 
established  in  southwestern  Alberta. 
Generally,  reserves  have  been  developed 
on  lands  that  are  not  suitable  for  cereal 
crop  production  and  that  frequently 
require  a significant  financial  outlay  for 
development  Costs  of  reserve 
development  are  borne  by  the  Alberta 
government  The  objective  of  the  program 
is  to  assist  in  the  development  of  a 
diversified  and  stabilized  local  agricultural 
economy,  and  to  provide  for  the  efficient 
use  of  the  public  land  resource. 

The  development  operation  and 
management  of  the  pasture  is  provided  by 
Public  Lands  Division  personnel.  The 
patrons  of  each  grazing  reserve  form  a 
grazing  association  and  elect  an  executive 
board  that  acts  as  an  advisory  committee 
to  the  division  in  the  operation  of  the 
reserve.  This  committee  administers  the 
breeding  program,  sets  some  local  policies, 
and  assists  in  the  review  of  applications 
for  reserve  grazing. 

Applications  for  a grazing  reserve 
allotment  are  available  each  winter 
through  regional  grazing  reserve  offices 
and  the  grazing  reserve  supervisor.  The 
application  deadline  is  usually  January  to 
March;  the  date  is  set  jointly  with  the 
advisory  boards  and  varies  between 
reserves.  Grazing  is  authorized  under  the 
annual  Head  Tax  Grazing  Permit  which 
specifies  the  type  and  number  of  livestock 
and  the  reserve. 


Clearing  pattern  on  a grazing 
reserve.  Note  the  organic  areas  left 
in  their  natural  state. 


36 


Cattle  grazing  in  Cooking  Lake-  ► 
Blackfoot  Grazing,  Wildlife  and 
Provincial  Recreation  Area 
east  of  Edmonton. 


Operationally,  cattle  are  received  in  the 
spring  and  are  managed  throughout  the 
grazing  season  under  the  direction  of  the 
pasture  supervisor  and  the  regional 
grazing  reserve  manager.  The  pasture 
supervisor  possesses  considerable 
knowledge  and  experience  in  livestock 
management  and  will,  for  example, 
provide  basic  veterinary  services  if 
required.  In  the  fall,  the  pasture  supervisor 
directs  the  orderly  roundup  of  livestock, 
which  are  then  returned  to  home  pasture 
by  the  reserve  patrons.  On  some  reserves, 
pasturing  horses  is  permitted  in  the  winter 
if  surplus  forage  is  available.  Sheep  are 
grazed  at  Kleskun  Lake,  Medicine  Lake 
and  Hays. 

Cattle  are  pastured  on  the  reserves 
pursuant  to  the  Head  Tax  Grazing  Permit 
Regulations.  These  regulations  set  out  the 
method  of  establishing  priority  and  the 
terms  and  conditions  for  placing  cattle  on 
the  reserves.  Because  the  demand  for 
grazing  reserve  privileges  is  high,  a system 
of  priorities  has  been  established  to 
allocate  available  grazing  on  a priority 
basis  to  local,  small-scale  livestock 
operators.  Rental  is  charged  on  a per-head 
per-day  basis  and  is  based  on  the 
equivalent  lease  rental  fee,  municipal 
taxation  costs,  and  the  cost  of  pasture 
operation. 

Listed  below  are  the  32  grazing  reserves 
in  Alberta  and  their  total  area,  in  acres: 


■ Grande  Prairie  Region 


Bear  Canyon* 

20 

288 

Blueberry  Mountain* 

9 

623 

Kleskun  Lake 

13 

747 

Valleyview* 

13 

580 

Wanham 

18 

735 

Peace  River  Region 

Fort  Vermilion* 

19 

226 

High  Prairie* 

28 

204 

Manning* 

9 

920 

Three  Creeks* 

39 

529 

Whitemud 

23 

763 

West-Central  Region 

Buck  Mountain 

17 

114 

Jack  Pine 

12 

404 

Medicine  Lake* 

16 

471 

Pembina* 

19 

537 

Rocky  Mountain  House* 

15 

842 

Sang  Lake* 

11 

974 

Edmonton  Region 

Black  Bear 

17 

078 

Connor  Creek 

32 

380 

Thorhild 

16 

968 

St.  Paul  Region 

Minbum 

13 

527 

Rannach 

25 

360 

St  Paul 

24 

949 

Smoky  Lake 

13 

654 

Wolf  Lake* 

29 

447 

Medicine  Hat  Region 

Bow  Island 

39 

028 

Pinhom 

76 

353 

Sage  Creek 

76 

388 

Seven  Persons 

6 

605 

Lethbridge  Region 

Hays 

6 

704 

Lonesome  Lake 

11 

745 

Purple  Springs 

5 

962 

Twin  River 

33 

163 

Development  funded  by  the  Alberta  Heritage 
Savings  Trust  Fund 

These  reserves  currently  accommodate 
ibout  1 700  patrons  and  approximately 
!80  000  animal  unit  months  of  grazing15.  A 
ew  of  these  reserves  still  have  significant 
Dotential  for  additional  land  development 
md  expanded  capacity.  This  development 
s proceeding  as  the  demand  warrants  and 
is  funds  are  provided. 

In  1976,  a significant  expansion  of  the 
Grazing  Reserve  Development  Program 
was  undertaken  by  the  provincial 
government  Under  the  Alberta  Heritage 
Savings  Trust  Fund  Program,  $40  million 
was  provided  over  a 10-year  period  for  the 
development  of  new  grazing  reserves  in 


the  grey  wooded  soil  zones  of  central  and 
northern  Alberta. 

The  Cooking  Lake-Blackfoot  Grazing, 
Wildlife  and  Provincial  Recreation  Area, 
located  immediately  south  of  Elk  Island 
National  Park,  has  also  been  developed 
through  the  Alberta  Heritage  Savings 
Trust  Fund  Program.  Before  development 
the  land  was  held  by  the  Blackfoot 
Grazing  Association  in  the  form  of  a 
grazing  lease.  The  area  has  now  been 
developed  as  a high-density  multi-use 
area. 

A total  of  3 240  ha  (8  000  acres)  of 
pasture  development  has  been  completed, 
as  well  as  major  recreation  and  wildlife 
developments.  Blackfoot  is  a provincial 
recreation  area  managed  by  Alberta 
Recreation  and  Parks. 

Grazing  reserve  development  provides 
an  opportunity  to  apply  the  principles  of 
integrated  land  use  planning.  Thus, 
grazing  reserve  land  development  where 
possible,  has  been  planned  to 
accommodate  wildlife  habitat  and 
recreational  use  such  as  hunting,  hiking, 
cross-country  skiing,  and  snowmobiling 
during  the  off-season. 

15  An  animal  unit  month  is  forage  provided  for  one 
animal  unit  (one  mature  cow  with  calf  or  the 
equivalent)  for  a month. 


Designated  route  sign  on  a grazing 
reserve  in  the  Northeast  region. 


YOUR  COOPERATION  IS  REQUESTED  ON  A ROUTING  SYSTEM 
TO  IMPROVE  HUNTING  QUALITY  AND  MINIMIZE  RANGE  DAMAGE 
AND  LIVESTOCK  LOSS. 

HUNTING  ON  FOOT  MAY  TAKE  PLACE  THROUGHOUT  THE  RESERVE 
UNLESS  POSTED  OTHERWISE. 

PLEASE  RESTRICT  VEHICLE  USE  TO 
THE  ROUTES  MARKED  WITH  GREEN  MARKERS 
OR  FOR  RETRIEVING  SHOT  ANIMALS 
PLEASE  CLOSE  GATES  THAT  WERE  CLOSED 

USE  ROUTES  MARKED  H Aha\Q 

DO  NOT  USE  ROUTES  MARKED  M 


St  PAUL  GRAZING  RESERVE 


. 


Wm. 


;v- 


APPENDIX: 

PUBLIC  LANDS 
INFORMATION/ 
BUSINESS  SERVICES 


◄ The  mighty  Peace  River  at  the 


confluence  with  the  Smoky  River. 
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APPENDIX 
PUBLIC  LANDS 
INFORMATION/ 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

Public  Lands  Registry  and 
Information 

The  department  maintains  a complete 
computerized  record  indicating  the  status 
and  availability  of  public  lands.  The  Land 
Status  Automated  System  (LSAS) 
indicates  whether  land  is  under 
disposition,  reserved  for  a specific 
purpose,  subject  to  land  use  restrictions,  or 
is  vacant  or  available  for  application  for  a 
specific  purpose.  Hard  copy  land  standing 
reports  may  be  obtained  for  a fee  from: 
Crown  Land  Data  Services 
Data  Dissemination  Unit 
5th  Floor,  South  Petroleum  Plaza 
9915  - 108  Street 
EDMONTON,  Alberta 
T5K  2C9 

Telephone:  422-LSAS  (422-5727) 

The  Public  Lands  Division  also 
maintains  a public  information  and 
business  counter.  The  following  services 
are  provided: 

□ land  status  information  and 
interpretation. 

□ specific  public  lands  disposition-related 
information. 

□ compilation  of  township  plots  showing 
status  of  lands. 

□ reception  of  applications  for  public 
land  disposition,  declarations,  etc. 

□ reception  of  payments  on  public  lands 
accounts. 

The  Public  Lands  counter  is  located  at 
2nd  Floor,  South  Petroleum  Plaza 
9915  - 108  Street 
EDMONTON,  Alberta 
T5K  2C9 

Telephone:  427-3566 

Public  Lands  regional  and  district 
offices  are  located  in  22  centers 


throughout  the  province  (see  the  following 
section  for  an  outline  of  the  office 
locations).  Public  lands  information  and 
business  services  are  also  available  at 
these  centers. 


Maps,  Township  Survey  Plans, 
Aerial  Photos 

Several  comprehensive  map  series, 
maps  illustrating  administrative  regions 
and  boundaries,  township  survey  plans, 
aerial  photographs  and  mosaics  are 
distributed  by  Maps  Alberta,  Land 
Information  Services  Division,  for  the 
assistance  of  the  public  and  other 
government  agencies.  A fee  is  charged  for 
these  materials. 

Orders  or  further  information  regarding 
the  nature  of  these  services  may  be 
obtained  from: 

Maps  Alberta 

Land  Information  Services  Division 
2nd  Floor,  North  Petroleum  Plaza 
9945  - 108  Street 
EDMONTON,  Alberta 
T5K  2G6 

Telephone:  427-3519  (Air  Photos) 
427-3520  (Maps) 

427-7417  (Reference  Library) 


Public  Lands  Regional  and 
District  Offices 

■ Central  Region 

Main  Floor,  Britannia  Building 
703  - 6th  Avenue,  S.W. 

CALGARY  T2P  0T9 
Telephone:  297-6426 

161-6426  (RITE) 
Provincial  Building 
Box  2125 

PONOKA  TOC  2H0 
Telephone:  783-7090 

159-7090  (RITE) 

* #405,  Parkland  Square 
4901  - 48  Street 
RED  DEER  T4N  6M4 
Telephone:  340-5451 

151-5451  (RITE) 


Eastern  Slopes  Region 

Bag  9000,  Provincial  Building 
EDSON  TOE  0P0 
Telephone:  723-8353 

130-8353  (RITE) 

P.O.  Box  1598,  Provincial  Building 
4919-51  Street 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  HOUSE  TOM  1T0 
Telephone:  845-8240/41 

150-8240/41  (RITE) 


Northeast  Region 

Box  660,  Provincial  Building 
ATHABASCA  TOG  0B0 
Telephone:  675-4277 
Box  1660,  Provincial  Building 
6203  - 49  Street 
BARRHEAD  TOG  0E0 
Telephone:  674-8231 

134-1231  (RITE) 

Box  5280 

BONNYVILLE  T9N  2G4 
Telephone:  826-4297 
Box  411,  Fidelis  Building 
DRAYTON  VALLEY  TOE  0M0 
Telephone:  542-3537 
Box  839,  Provincial  Building 
LAC  LA  BICHE  TOA  2C0 
Telephone:  623-5279 

137-1279  (RITE) 

Centre  Plaza,  182  Chippewa  Road 
SHERWOOD  PARK  T8A  4H5 
Telephone:  464-7955 

147-2711  (RITE) 

Box  1959,  Eldorado  Building 
4916  - 51  Avenue 
ST.  PAUL  TOA  3A0 
Telephone:  645-6336 

139-1336  (RITE) 

Box  516,  Provincial  Building 
810  - 14  Avenue 
WAINWRIGHT  T0B  4P0 
Telephone:842-7548 

194-7548  (RITE) 


Peace  River  Region 

Box  1509,  Provincial  Building 
FAIRVIEW  T0H  1L0 
Telephone:  835-2209 


Box  34,  Provincial  Building 
#3001,  10320  - 99  Street 
GRANDE  PRAIRIE  T8V  2L8 
Telephone:  538-5260 

121- 5260  (RITE) 

Box  127,  Provincial  Building 
HIGH  LEVEL  T0H  1Z0 
Telephone:  926-3512 

Box  1380,  Provincial  Building 
HIGH  PRAIRIE  TOG  1E0 
Telephone:  523-6580/81 

122- 6580/81  (RITE) 

* Bag  900,  Box  35 
Provincial  Building 
PEACE  RIVER  TOH  2X0 
Telephone:  624-6116/1 7 

120-6116/17  (RITE) 
Box  579,  M & J Building 
SPIRIT  RIVER  TOH  3G0 
Telephone:  864-3574 
Box  1470,  Provincial  Building 
VALLEYVIEW  TOH  3N0 
Telephone:  524-5522 

■ Southern  Region 

* Bag  3014,  Sun  Centre 

2nd  Floor,  530  - 8th  Street  South 
LETHBRIDGE  TlJ  2J8 
Telephone:  381-5487 

181-5487  (RITE) 

116  Chinook  Place 
623  - 4th  Street  S.E. 

MEDICINE  HAT  TlA  OLl 
Telephone:  529-3677 

184-3677  (RITE) 

* Regional  Headquarters 

Alberta  Forest  Service 
Headquarters 

■ Athabasca: 

168  Airport  Road 

FORT  McMURRAY  T9H  4P1 

Telephone:  743-7120 

136-7124  (RITE) 

■ Bow/Crow: 

Box  3310,  Postal  Station  ’B’ 

8660  Bearspaw  Dam  Road,  N.W. 
CALGARY  T2M  4L8 
Telephone:  297-6261 

161-6261  (RITE) 
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■ Edson: 

Box  1420 
EDSON  TOE  0P0 
Telephone:  723-8269 

130-1269  (RITE) 

a Footner  Lake: 

Bag  900 

HIGH  LEVEL  TOH  1Z0 
Telephone:  926-3761 

■ Grande  Prairie: 

10811  - 84  Avenue 
GRANDE  PRAIRIE  T8V  3J2 
Telephone:  538-5390 

121-5390  (RITE) 

■ Lac  La  Biche: 

Box  450,  Provincial  Building 
LAC  LA  BICHE  T0A  2C0 
Telephone:  623-5324 

137-1011  (RITE) 

■ Peace  River: 

Bag  900-39 

PEACE  RIVER  TOH  2X0 
Telephone:  624-6221 

120-6221  (RITE) 

■ Rocky/Clearwater: 

Box  1720 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  HOUSE  TOM  1T0 
Telephone:  845-8250 

150-8250  (RITE) 

■ Slave  Lake: 

Box  390 

SLAVE  LAKE  TOG  2A0 
Telephone:  849-3061 

135-7411  (RITE) 

■ Whitecourt: 

Bag  30 

WHITECOURT  TOE  2L0 
Telephone:  778-7153 

148-7153  (RITE) 


Fish  and  Wildlife  Division 
Regional  Headquarters 

■ Central  Region: 

3rd  Floor,  Parkland  Square 
4901  - 48  Street 
RED  DEER  T4N  6M4 
Telephone:  340-5142 

151-5142  (RITE) 


■ Eastern  Slopes  Region: 

Box  388,  Provincial  Building 
4919  - 51  Street 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  HOUSE  TOM  1T0 
Telephone:  845-8230 

150-8230  (RITE) 

■ Northeast  Region: 

Eldorado  Building 
Box  1450 

ST.  PAUL  T0A  3A0 
Telephone:  645-6313 

139-1313  (RITE) 

■ Peace  River  Region: 

Bag  900-26,  Provincial  Building 
PEACE  RIVER  TOH  2X0 
Telephone:  624-6246 

120-6405  (RITE) 

■ Southern  Region: 

Sun  Center 
Box  3014 

LETHBRIDGE  TlJ  2J8 
Telephone:  381-5266 

181-5266  (RITE) 


